
 
Stop by and see the “When it rains, it drains” Pervious Concrete demonstration panels, 9/15/05, 

NC&AA Office parking lot, 6000 Cornhusker Hwy. 
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FROM THE 
PRESIDENT…. 
Ben Ricceri, President NC&AA, Lyman-
Richey Corporation, Omaha 

   
I hope that all is good in Nebraska “concrete and aggregate land.”   
We are now in the home stretch of another construction season.   This 
has been a very challenging year for all of us, dealing with major 
increases in fuel costs.    The good news is that in Nebraska, the 
demand for concrete is as strong as the product we produce! 
 
The Association has also had a very busy year.  The Promotion 
Committee, and Dennis and Rochelle, have scheduled two excellent, 
well-attended programs on Pervious Concrete.   The outlook for 
increased volumes of pervious concrete in Nebraska is bright. 
 
All the other Committees are also very busy, thanks to all the people 
who have worked hard so that all of us can enjoy and prosper.  There 
is, however, still a lot of work to do - so stay involved or get involved.  
And remember, “We deplete nature’s natural resources by using them 
up.  We deplete man’s natural resources by failing to use them.” 
 
 
 

TRAINING UPDATE                                                                           
By Dennis Smith 

The NC&AA office is gearing up for the concrete certification 
programs.  Leon Schaefer, Training Coordinator and Rochelle Hitz, 
Office Manager, will be even more active with all these duties this 
coming season.  Dates & locations have been set.  The coordinating 
of instructors & classrooms is presently underway for the ACI/NDOR 
Certification courses.  Classes will begin in mid December and go 
through March.  Check our website www.nebrconcagg.com for 
additional information or call Leon, 402.440.1001 
leonschaefer@qwest.net or Rochelle, 402.325.8414, 
rochelle@nebrconcagg.com. 

 
 
 
 

 
FROM THE 
EXECUTIVE 
DIRECTOR…. 
 Dennis Smith, NC&AA 
 

With fall fast approaching many of you may be looking forward to a bit 
of a slow down to catch up from a record producing summer.  
According to a U.S. Geological Survey “total aggregates sold 
nationally in the first 6 months of 2005 showed a 4.1% increase from 
same period of 2004”.  Ready mixed concrete production is up 5% 
during that same period.  Cement consumption rates are expected to 
increase by 3% for 2005. 
 
According to PCA Chief Economist Ed Sullivan “construction activity is 
going to increase and in turn so will the use of cement”.  He adds “the 
forecast says the competition between steel & concrete will likely 
continue in concretes favor”.  (To hear more from Ed Sullivan mark 
your calendars for the 47th Annual NC&AA Convention in Nebraska 
City, February 15-17.  Ed will be one of our keynote speakers.) 
 
According to AGC Chief Economist Ken Simonson, overall, 
construction increased a hefty 9% over 2004.  Construction spending 
set a record for the 15th straight month up through April 2005. 
 

Hurricane Katrina 
Rebuilding the Gulf Coast region after Hurricane Katrina could push 
cement consumption even higher then current record levels.  Ed 
Sullivan estimates that rebuilding New Orleans will require at least 4 
million tons of cement during the next 4-5 years.  Sullivan expects a 
higher demand for cement than is usually experienced after a 
hurricane due to the nature of the damage.  “Normally hurricanes 
cause excessive wind damage, blowing off roofs… however, water is 
responsible for most of the structural harm in New Orleans.  Because 
of this ‘bottom-up’ damage, high concrete intensity building sections 
like basements and foundations will need replacement, says Sullivan. 
 
Preliminary estimates put property damage estimates in excess of 125 
billion, marking Katrina as the most devastating hurricane in U.S. 
history.  That is more than 3 times the damage of the next most 
damaging hurricane:  Hurricane Andrew (1992).  For more information 
on the effects of hurricane Katrina and its effects on cement supply & 
demand go to Portland Cement Associations website: 
www.cement.org. 
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SAFETY COMMITTEE 
By Dwight Williams 

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental 
 

Safety:  MSHA 
You’ve probably seen David Letterman’s TOP 10 
LIST on television.  But, have you seen MSHA’s 
TOP 20 LIST on their web site?   
Go to www.msha.gov/STATS/Top20Viols/2004/ to 
view the “Most Frequently Cited Standards for 2004” 
in Sand & Gravel, Underground Stone and Surface 
Stone Operations.  You may click on Compliance 
Tips for each type of violation on the list.  “And, the 
number on Most Frequently Cited MSHA Violation 
is…….”  Guarding of Moving Machine Parts.  This 
tops all 3 lists.  Take it away Paul Schafer! 
 
Safety:  OSHA 
Using a free consultation service largely funded by 
OSHA, employers can find out about potential 
hazards at their worksites, improve their 
occupational safety and health management 
systems and even qualify for a one-year exemption 
from routine OSHA inspections. 
 
The service is delivered by state governments using 
well trained professional staff.  Most consultations 
take place on-site, though limited services away 
from the worksite are available. 
 
Primarily targeted for smaller businesses, this safety 
and health consultation program is completed 
separate from OSHA inspection effort.  In addition, 
no citations are issued or penalties proposed. 
 
It’s confidential, too.  Your name, your firm’s name, 
and any information you provide about your 
workplace, plus any unsafe or unhealthful working 
conditions that the consultant uncovers, will not be 
reported routinely to the OSHA inspection staff. 
 
Because consultation is a voluntary activity, you 
must request it.  To find out more, go to 
www.osha.gov/dcsp/smallbusiness/consult.html . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

SAFETY COMMITTEE 
By Dwight Williams 

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental 
 

MSHA Finalizes Diesel Rule 
 

A final rule regulating diesel particulate matter, 
issued by the Mine Safety and Health 
Administration, took effect July 6.  The final version 
of the rule changes provisions in earlier versions, 
setting a permissible exposure limit based on 
measurement of elemental carbon, not total carbon.  
The rule does not allow the rotation of miners to 
achieve compliance.  The rule also requires MSHA 
to consider economic and technological feasibility 
when considering whether to allow a mine operator 
additional time to reach compliance.  MSHA has 
dropped a provision from earlier versions of the rule 
that required mine operators with compliance issues 
to develop a DPM control plan.  The agency 
concluded it could “monitor an operator’s good-faith 
efforts and obtain supporting documentation during 
regular inspections”.  However, the NSSGA is 
battling MSHA over diesel particulate matter rules in 
court, arguing the exposure level is technically or 
economically infeasible. 
 

 
SCHOLARSHIP FUND SHOOT 

By Mark Deetz , Co-Chair Scholarship Fund Shoot Committee 
 

Please register for the 2ND Annual Scholarship Shoot! 
(Previously named the “Fun Shoot”). 

 
Friday, October 14, 2005 

Heartland Public Shooting Park 
6733 W Husker Hwy 

Alda NE 
Come join in the fun… event registration & information has 
been distributed.  If you have any questions please 
contact NC&AA office. 
 
 

State News 



ENVIRONMENTAL & SAFETY CORNER 
By Rich Ray 

 
l notified you last year that a Federal Court had invalidated the 2003 hours of service regulations; but allowed them to 
stand until reviewed.  The reviewed has taken place.  The new Interstate Hours of Service for truck drivers are 
effective on October 1, 2005.  There will be a three month soft enforcement period to give drivers and law 
enforcement an opportunity to become effective with the rules.  These rules only affect drivers of pro-rated 
trucks.  The rules are unchanged for those of you with county-registered trucks. 
 
The new rules are very similar to the 2003 rules.  The major differences apply to sleeper berths and short-haul 
operators.  Basically, the new hours of service rules are as follows: 
 

Rule Comment 
14-hour duty day (clock in to clock out) Same as 2003 
11-hour driving limit Same as 2003 
10-hour off duty period Same as 2003 
60 hours on-duty in each seven day period for most 
operations;  70 hours on duty in each eight day period for 7 
day/week operations 

Same as 2003 

34-hour restart.  Hours of service clock restart after 
accumulating 34 consecutive hours off- duty.  Example:  driver 
released at noon on Saturday and not recalled until 6 AM 
Monday would completely restart his hours of service clock.   

This is changed from the 2003 rule.  In 2003, to use 
this provision, the driver had to be in compliance with 
the 60/70 hour limits.  Under this rule, the driver will 
be able to reset his clock regardless of the number 
of hours accumulated prior to the break.  This 
provision will be greatly appreciated because it will 
greatly simplify record-keeping!! 

Sleeper Berth provisions:  Drivers can split their 10-hour off-
duty time into two separate periods.  A minimum of 8 hours 
must be consecutive time in the sleeper berth.  The other 2 
hours may be in the sleeper, off-duty, or any combination of 
the two.  

Under the 2003 rule, drivers split their sleeper time 
into two periods; neither could be less than 2 hours 
long. 

100 air mile radius:  No log book required if the drivers remains 
within 100 air miles of base.  This usually applies to transit mix 
drivers. 

Same as 2003 

Short Haul provision:  This applies only to drivers who do not 
require a CDL.  An example is a heavy mechanics truck over 
10,000 # GVW, but less than 26,001#.  The driver must remain 
within 150 air miles of base.  This driver may drive for 11 hours 
after being off duty for 10 hours.  Driver does not need to keep 
a log.  In two out of any seven consecutive days, the driver 
may drive up to the 16th consecutive hour after coming on duty.  
On the other 5 days, he may not work more than 14 hours.  
The driver must return to the normal reporting location at the 
end of his shift.  The employer must retain 6-months of records 
showing the time duty began, ended and total hours per day 
(payroll records meet this criteria) 
 

This exemption existed before, but the driver could 
only extend his day to 16 hours once a week.  
Drivers who use this exception may not use the 100-
air mile exemption or the 16 hour exception in 395.1.  
This provision is probably most useful for gravel 
operators.  For example, you have a mechanic who 
drives an F350 service truck with a GVW of 12,000 
#.  Under current rules, he is required to keep a log 
book or other record to account for his time.  He can 
claim this exemption to avoid the log requirement. 

 
I don’t want to leave out those of you with county-registered vehicles.  Once again, I will remind you that you have 
different hours of service limits.  Your drivers may drive a maximum of 12 hours in a 16 hour duty day.  They may 
accumulate a maximum of 70 on-duty hours in 7 days or 80 on-duty hours in 8 days (The 8 day limit is for 7 day/week 
operations).  Log book rules apply.  Most of you can eliminate logs by using the 100 air mile rule.  The 150-mile short 
haul exemption is something you should consider for employees who meet the criteria.  This includes supervisors if 
their company vehicle is any truck with a GVW or GCW (gross combination weight over 10,000#). 
 
If you have any questions about this, call me at 402-463-4545. 



 
 
 
 
 

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE REPORT 
By Mike Willman 

 
The quarterly meeting of the NC&AA Technical Committee and 
the Nebraska Department of Roads was held on Wednesday 
May 11, 2005 in Lincoln, NE. 
 
Topics of discussion are as follows: 

1) NDOR In-House Research Review 
a. Evaluation of Blended Cements 
b. Type F Fly Ash added at the Ready mix plant 
c. Class C Fly Ash 

2) 2004/2005 NDOR/ACI Certification Programs 
3) Concrete Cores for Acceptance  

NDOR Supplemental Specifications to the 
Standard Specification for Highway Construction 
Subsection 603.05, paragraph 3.a, is amended to 
include any cores that have a concrete strength 
pay factor below 100% as listed in table 603.02, 
the contractor, under direct supervision of the 
Engineer, will have the option that within (7) seven 
days of notification of deficient strength tests, 
obtain (2) two additional cores within (6) six inches 
of the original core in a longitudinal direction, and 
submit for compressive strength testing. The 
results of all three cores sampled at that location 
would be averaged for the final compressive 
strength calculation and pay factor. 

4) Air Content in Pavements 
In an effort to improve the durability of the 
Portland Cement Concrete Pavements the NDOR 
will be incorporating some changes to the 
Standard Specifications and Materials Sampling 
Guide in the very near future. These special 
provisions pertains only to Class 47-B  
3500 concrete when used for concrete 
pavements. 
The entrained air content will be changed to 5.5% 
to 8.0% behind the concrete paving machine. Due 
to the higher air content specification the 28 day 
minimum strength requirement for class 47-B 
3500 shall be 3000 PSI. 

 
 
If you have any additional questions of if you did not receive the 
meeting minutes please let me know. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP COMMITTEE 
By Clyde Wilberger & Chris Smith 

The NC&AA added 9 new members last year 2004-
2005.   Our goal is to exceed this number by 6 and 
secure 15 new members for next year.  However, we will 
need all of your assistance in attaining this goal.  Our 
current membership is 62 Producer Members and 59 
Associate Members. 

We met with Dennis Smith earlier this month to discuss 
membership for the 2005-2006 year.  Dennis indicates 
that membership has grown steadily for several years 
now and will continue to grow in part due to the training 
offered by NC & AA. 

Below is a referral sheet.  It would be great if every 
quarter you could utilize this sheet to send us prospective 
members or associate members.  Please complete the 
form and fax it to our attention @ 402.861-7174.  Your 
assistance is appreciated; it is a pleasure to serve our 
outstanding membership. 

Prospective Members 

Contact Name        

Business        

Address        

Industry         

Phone         

Fax        

Email        

Member providing the referral      
6 NEW MEMBERS  

Cyclonaire   York NE 

Gana Trucking & Excavating Martell NE 

Gary Backhaus Gravel  Hartington NE 

NE Truck Center   Grand Island NE 

O’Connor & Associates  Grand Island NE 

Tritex    Omaha NE 

State News 



 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PROMOTION COMMITTEE REPORT 
By John Ingram 

 
I am honored to be serving as this year’s Promotion Committee 
Chairperson.  Thanks to our outstanding committee members and our 
dedicated NC&AA staff we have completed some very worthwhile and 
successful projects and are planning more activities to fill out the year. 
 
To date we have conducted a Pervious Concrete and Parking Area 
Workshop in Omaha as well as participated in a Structural Concrete 
Conference in conjunction with the Nebraska ACI Chapter. 
 
We will soon be having Pervious Concrete and Decorative Concrete 
demonstration workshops in Lincoln as well as hosting hospitality 
rooms at the Nebraska Association of County Officials, American 
Public Works Association and Nebraska League of Municipalities 
conventions.  All members are invited to visit these hospitality rooms 
and greet your favorite public officials. 
 
We also want to assist all NC&AA members by sponsoring “box lunch” 
seminars in your local areas.  All interested members should select a 
specific client or decision maker and appropriate venue in their market 
area as well as the topic to be presented.  Dennis Smith will then 
make or help you make the presentation to your clients as requested. 
The topics Dennis is prepared to present are Pervious Concrete 
Paving, Parking Area Design (with NC&AA Pavement Analyst 
Software) and Decorative/Architectural Concrete.  Please make your 
requests to Dennis as soon as possible so that he may get them 
scheduled. 
 
Please feel free to share your promotion thoughts or ideas with our 
committee, as our purpose is to serve the NC&AA membership. 
 
Thank you again for this opportunity to serve our association. 
 

OSHA UPDATE 
We had a limited number of concrete producers sign up for the OSHA 
and NC&AA partnership.  We will carry forward with the partnership.  
A signing ceremony was held on September 29 at OSHA’s Omaha 
office.  For those members taking a “wait and see approach” they can 
join the partnership in coming years if it looks like something beneficial 
to their companies.  The primary goal is to reduce the number of 
injuries, illnesses and fatalities effecting participant members.  Safety 
training emphasis will be on:  confined spaces, silica dust, noise, falls, 
trips and electrical hazards. 

 

 

 

 

 

CONVENTION COMMITTEE 
By Paul Kostal 

Get your calendars out and reserve February 15 – 17th for 
the 47th Annual NC & AA Convention.  This year the 
convention will be held at the Lied Lodge & Conference 
Center in Nebraska City.  The conference center is 
situated on the scenic Arbor Day Farm.  Check out all its 
amenities at “www.liedlodge.org.”   We are in the process 
of confirming all the speakers which should be both 
entertaining and informative for everyone.  Look for more 
information in the next newsletter.  Hope to see everyone 
there. 
 

47th Annual NC&AA Convention 
By Dennis Smith 

I am excited with what is being lined up for this year’s 
annual convention in Nebraska City, February 15-17th, 
2006.  Committee Chairman Paul Kostal and the rest of 
the committee have a lot of the speakers & entertainment 
worked out already.  If you have not been to the Lied 
Lodge & Conference Center, you will be in for a treat.  As 
Paul mentioned ~ more details to follow in the next 
newsletter. 

 

2006 QUALITY CONCRETE CONFERENCE                        
By Dennis Smith 

Be sure to mark your calendars for January 10th – Kearney 
and January 11th – Lincoln for the 47th Annual QC 
Conference.  Co-Chairmen Kirk Havranek and Brian Engel 
are working with the committee establishing speakers and 
demonstrations.   

The emphasis this year will be on:  Decorative Concrete, 
Staining, Stamping, Pervious Concrete, and Floor 
Polishing. 

There will be speakers as well as physical demonstrations. 
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Speaker, Andy Youngs, California/Nevada Cement 
Promotion Council, Pervious Concrete & Parking Area 
Design Workshop, Omaha 7/21/05 

 

 

Speaker, Alan Sparkman, Executive Director Tennessee 
Concrete Association, Pervious Concrete & Parking Area 
Design Workshop, Omaha 7/21/05 

“When it Rains, it Drains” 
Pervious concrete presentation & demonstration,      

NC&AA parking lot 9/15/05                                                
Photo #1 Waiting on concrete                                                      

Photo #2 pervious demonstration                                                 
Photo #3 Speaker Dave Mitchell, Bunyan USA, Utah, with 

hydraulic driven roller screed 
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Sssshhhh!  It’s Mr. Vice President, Travis Mumford turn 

 

 

With Appreciation to the 2005 Golf Sponsors: 

Ash Grove Cement Company  Headwaters  
Brett Admixtures   Holcim    
Buildex     Lafarge NA   
Cambridge Redi Mix   Lyman-Richey 
CON-E-CO    Martin Marietta 
Coreslab    McNeilus Truck 
Cyclonaire    Nebraska Ash 
Degussa Admixtures   NE Truck & Equip   
General Resource Technology  Overland 
Gerhold     Quantum   
Grace Construction Products   Rose Equipment 
Greystone Inc.    Thiele Geotech 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How’d you do?  Scott Hausman, Associate Member 
Committee Chair 

 

 

Furthest club in air after drive – Mike Willman 

 

 

 

 

 

Golf Outing 



 

 

 

 

Scott Hausman, Associate Member Committee Chair and 
Dennis Smith, NC&AA Executive Director distributing the 
prizes 

 

First Place 1st Flight:  Photo not available - Dru 
Davidson, Adam Reed, Dan LaGrand, Joel Johnson 

 

 

 

First Place 2nd Flight:  Ivan Rogers, Bill Sutton, Kirk 
Havranek, Jeremy Van Bancek 

 

 

 

 

First Place 3rd Flight:  Joel Sedlacek, Dan Gorke, Ray 
Wagner, Jamie Renshaw 

 

 

Golf ‘til you drop?!  Is it 102° in the shade?                   
Mike Spohr, Martin Marietta Materials 

 

Golf Outing 



 

 

Promotion                                                                          
By Dennis Smith 

NRMCA has asked the NC&AA office to establish a 
“Pervious Concrete Contractor Certification” Program.  If 
pervious concrete becomes as popular as it has in 
neighboring states (Colorado and Indiana) this program 
will help educate the contractors on proper mix design and 
placement procedures for pervious concrete.  Our 
emphasis will be to put out a consistent and quality 
product from one contractor to the next.  There will be a 
learning curve with this new product.  Most traditional 
practices of mix design and placement procedures will 
change dramatically. 

PROMOTIONAL EFFORTS 

It is hard to pick up a concrete or construction related 
magazine today without reading about the push for “Green 
Building Standards”.  NRMCA and PCA are both pushing 
hard for concrete and cement related products to strive to 
meet standards to build “greener”.  Recent Environmental 
Protection Agency policies are getting stricter, especially 
in regards to Storm Water Management.  At the recent 
League of Municipalities Convention in Kearney, 
September 21-23, 2005, storm water management was a 
key issue for many Nebraska municipalities, especially in 
Eastern Nebraska.  If Legislative Bill 105 is passed, 
property owners may see a storm water based fee for the 
amount of unpermeable surface area on their properties, 
roof tops, driveways, etc.  This is one of the reasons for 
the push toward permeable pavements or “Pervious 
Concrete”.   

 

NC&AA put on a Parking Area Design / Pervious Concrete 
workshop in Omaha, July 21.  It was attended by 80 
people with a large majority of them coming from the 
Engineering and Architectural Design sector.  We had 
excellent speakers with Bob Sink, City of Omaha; Andy 
Youngs, from California, Pervious Concrete; Alan 
Sparkman, from Tennessee, Pervious Concrete; Brad 
Burke, from Minnesota, National Accounts & Pervious 
Concrete uses; Doug Burns, from Minnesota, Concrete 
Pavement Analyst software and Norm Nelson, from 
Nebraska, Parking Area Design. 

 

 

 

We went one step further on September 15 in Lincoln.  We 
offered a pervious concrete placement demonstration in 
the NC&AA parking lot.  This was a joint effort with Lincoln 
Ready Mix, NC&AA and NEBCO (owners of parking area).  
We brought in pervious experts from Indiana (Jim Miller) 
and Utah (Dave Mitchell).  There were over 90 people in 
attendance for the short classroom presentation followed 
by lunch in the NC&AA parking lot and the pervious 
placement demo. 

When in Lincoln, make a point to swing by the NC&AA 
office to give us your opinion of the pervious sections, 
10’x10’ with ½” limestone aggregate and 10’x24’ with ¾” 
river rock.  We will monitor this through the winter to see 
how it performs in our freeze/thaw climates and clay soils. 

Please see John Ingram, Promotion Committee Chairman, 
article on upcoming box lunches throughout Nebraska 
focusing on:  

 1.  Concrete Pavement Analyst / Life Cost Cycle 
 2.  Decorative Concretes                                        
 3.  Pervious Concretes 

  

  

Promotion 


