
ACI TRAINING
ACI Concrete Flatwork Finisher Technician Training

July 6-7, 2006, Lincoln
Contact NC&AA to register, 402.325.8414 office

ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician Training
July 12-13, 2006, Omaha

Contact NC&AA to register, 402.325.8414 office

**Examiners needed to help on July 13, 2006. 
If available contact Leon Schaefer, Training Coordinator, 402.440.1001**

NEBRASKA CONCRETE AND
AGGREGATES ASSOCIATION

6000 Cornhusker Hwy, Lincoln, NE 68507

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED



Editor:  Wes Cunningham (308) 237-3126

FROM THE 
PRESIDENT….
Travis Mumford, President NC&AA, 
Arps Red-E-Mix, Fremont

Hello…

Summer’s here!!! As busy as we all have been it seems like summer’s 
been here for quite some time now. I know it can be tough to get away 
and participate in association activities and promotional events, but
these events are vital activities that must not be neglected even 
though it may seem like you have more business then you can handle 
during this busy time of the year. Our Executive Director, Jereme 
Montgomery has expressed to me on several occasions that he is
willing and able to help the membership pick up the slack of promotion 
during this busy time of the year.  As members, we must pick up the 
phone and contact him if his services are desired. I wish you all a 
busy and prosperous summer and we will see you at the golf outing. 
(It is my understanding that the Association President is spotted 10 
strokes from the get go in order to compete with all the liars and 
cheats out there.)

Thank you….
for helping with the May 24-25, 2006

ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician class:

George Woolstrum NDOR – Lincoln Retired
Terry Catlett NDOR – Grand Island
Cal Splattstoesser NDOR – Grand Island
Deb Swanson NDOR - Lincoln
Tim Krason NDOR - Lincoln
Jeremy Weigel NDOR - Lincoln
Dave Gomez NDOR – Lincoln
Jim Stutzman Gerhold Concrete - Seward
Gilbert Wilson Gerhold Concrete – Grand Island
Scott Hausman Grace Construction Products
Russ Horner Ready Mixed Concrete – Omaha
Larry Brown Ready Mixed Concrete - Lincoln
Bill Edwards Ready Mixed Concrete – Lincoln

   FROM THE 
   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR…
     Jereme Montgomery

I hope everyone is having a productive 
season.  For those of you who have not 
heard, there have been some personnel 

changes with the Association.  Dennis Smith has taken a great job opportunity 
with Nebraska Local Technical Assistance Program (LTAP).  Dennis deserves 
a “job well done” in regards to communicating his promotional efforts to the 
decision makers within our State.   Nebraska LTAP will be a great resource in
assisting aid on a variety of topics and we hope to build a good relationship.

I started as the Executive Director on May 8th, 2006.  Since then I have been 
overwhelmed by the enthusiasm the members have displayed.  It is a very 
comfortable feeling to have such a great network of support within our 
Association.  In order to be successful with promotional activities, everyone 
needs to be involved to find ways to promote the use of our materials within 
our market.

Speaking of promotion, the promotional committee met twice last month (just 
to make sure the new guy stayed busy, I’m sure).  Some of the topics were 
promotional pages, lunch and learns, ICFs, pervious concrete, and Husker 
Harvest Days in Grand Island.  

There is a strong calling for promotional pages as a means to celebrate our 
achievements.  These are one page documentation letters recognizing 
promotional successes.  If there is something in your area you believe needs 
a little recognition, please let us know.  If you have not seen or even heard of 
our promotional pages, call our office and have Rochelle put you on our email 
list.

We have also sent out our 2006 Lunch and Learn brochures.  We thought this 
would be a good way to continue awareness of the latest products, as well as, 
traditional products.  These brochures have been emailed to the ACEC and 
the AIA directors to distribute among their members.  Again, if you have not 
seen the Lunch and Learn brochure, please contact the office.

Husker Harvest days in Grand Island, runs from September 12-14th.  The 
Association has voted on purchasing a lot to promote concrete and 
aggregates.  Tables within the tent will include: pervious concrete, ICF’s, 
decorative concrete, and agricultural methods for using concrete.  We hope to 
touch a lot of people within a 3 day period.

We had another successful ACI training for grade I in the month of May.  
Thirty more technicians added to the list.  Look under “State News” for 
upcoming training.  Also, thanks to the list on left for the short notice for 
manpower in regards to the May session.  We couldn’t have done it without 
you.  

One last thing, it has been a pleasure meeting everyone over the last month.  
I hope to meet many more.  “Good Luck and let’s have a safe and productive 
year.”

June, 2006

Newsletter

NEBRASKA CONCRETE AND 
AGGREGATES ASSOCIATION



SAFETY COMMITTEE
Submitted by Dwight Williams

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental

From Baltimore Business Journal. June 16, 2006 by 
Stephanie Wentworth Staff…..

Dirt driveways may come back in style as asphalt 
prices nearly double

Pump prices aren’t the only thing oil barrels are affecting 
– expect bumpier commutes.

The price of asphalt almost doubled since last June, 
leaving state contractors wary of future road projects and 
consumers questioning if paved driveways are 
necessities.  To combat the higher costs, asphalt makers 
are increasing their dependence on recycled materials.

“Paved driveways are becoming more of a luxury,” said 
G. Marshall Klinefelter, quality control director with David 
A. Bramble Inc., an asphalt contractor on the Eastern 
Shore.

Asphalt consists of 95 percent stone, sand or gravel 
bound together with 5 percent asphalt cement which is 
made from crude oil.  The price per tone in June for 
asphalt was $371.67, nearly a 60 percent increase from 
$220 a year ago.

It’s not just the materials.  Temperatures to make asphalt 
must reach 300 degrees, said Rob Scrivener, chairman 
of the Maryland Asphalt Association and general 
manager of Reliable Contracting Co. Inc. Srivener’s 
company runs three asphalt manufacturing plants in 
Anne Arundle County.  The costs to run the factories 
jumped 25 percent since last year, he said.  To pay for 
the changes, his company increased prices.  They also 
decided not to bid on contracts that do not include price 
adjustments for raw material price increases.

Maryland sets what it considers a fair market price for 
asphalt when it’s sending out contracts for construction 
companies to bid on, said Brian Holmes, executive 
director of the Maryland Highway Contractors 
Association.  If the price of asphalt fluctuates more than 5 
percent on large projects or 15 percent on smaller jobs, 
the state will adjust the price it plans to pay for the road 
work.

In an industry that is very dependent on electricity and 
diesel fuel, lower prices don’t seem to be on the horizon, 
Klinefelter said.  The price of materials for narrow 100-
foot drive has increased 60 percent or about $1,200, he 
estimated.

Business has been affected.  A few years ago contractors 
were so busy they had a six-month waiting list filled with 
people wanting their driveways paved, Klinefelter said.  
Now, contractors schedule jobs a week in advance, he 
said.

“People are sitting on the trigger for some projects,” 
Scrivener said.

Membership Committee
By Clyde Wilberger & Chris Smith

The Harry A Koch Company

The NC&AA added 8 new members last year 2005-
2006.   Our goal is to exceed this number by 7 and 
secure 15 new members for next year.  However, we will 
need all of your assistance in attaining this goal.  Our 
current membership is 65 Producer Members and 62
Associate Members. Below is a referral sheet.  It 
would be great if every quarter you could utilize this sheet 
to send us prospective members or associate members.
Please complete the form and fax it to our attention @ 
402.861-7374. Your assistance is appreciated; it is a 
pleasure to serve our outstanding membership.

Prospective Members

Contact Name:                                                     

Business:                                                         

Address:                                                      

Industry:                                                     

Phone:                                   Fax:                

Email:                                                        

Member providing the referral:                              

State News



NOISE EXPOSURE IN THE CONCRETE MFG. INDUSTRY
By NE Safety Council

Just as a drill sergeant yells “I can’t hear you” we too in the concrete 
industry often times have difficulty with the perception of sound, more 
specifically, hearing normal voice range conversation, without 
requesting to repeat the words.  Being able to hear is a major sense 
necessary simply for the day-to-day survival and comfort of all human 
beings.  Reduction in the ability to hear can lead to frustrations, 
complacency, and accidents.

Noise-induced hearing loss can be a serious disability.  Once noise 
exposure damages the sensory-neural mechanism of the inner ear, 
the hearing loss is permanent.  The likelihood of permanent hearing 
loss increases with prolonged exposure.  Hearing loss can cause 
difficulty in hearing and understanding critical verbal instruction and 
warning sounds at work.  It can also cause problems in hearing and 
perceiving spoken communication, thus interfering with normal social 
interaction outside the workplace.

Excessive noise at construction sites not only causes hearing loss, but 
also can create a safety hazard by masking the sounds of oncoming 
vehicles (Ex. 2-2).  Hearing loss and the use of hearing protectors by 
those with pre-existing hearing loss may further interfere with the 
workers' ability to hear and perceive the sounds of danger.  Although 
these difficulties occur in many occupational settings, they are a 
particular problem in construction, where a variety of moving vehicles, 
back-up alarms, and other signals and activities may occur 
simultaneously.

Exposure to other agents can adversely affect the auditory system 
and may worsen noise-induced hearing loss (Ex. 2-1). These agents 
include some organic solvents, physical agents, such as whole-body 
vibration, and gases, such as carbon monoxide.  Excessive noise may 
also accelerate age-related hearing loss in exposed workers, causing 
more serious auditory impairment than might have otherwise 
occurred.

Studies show that as many as 750,000 U.S. construction workers are 
currently exposed to hazardous noise levels on the job and that 
regular hearing protector use in the construction industry averages 
only about 15 to 33 percent among noise-exposed workers.  Ready 
mixed drivers are exposed to high noise levels during all phases of 
their work with almost all the noise measurements exceeding OSHA’s 
action level of 85 decibels averaged over 8 hours.

Audiometric testing for employees is not common in the ready mixed 
concrete industry, although one company reported 17 cases of noise-
induced hearing loss in one year (Lusk, Kerr, and Kauffman 1998; 
Neitzel, Seixas, Camp, and Yost 1999; Seshagiri 1998; and Tubbs 
1999).  Because workers enter the drum and use a pneumatic 
chipping hammer to break up hardened concrete, this operation 
results in excessive exposure to noise and silica dust from concrete-
aggregate materials.  (Goby 1995a, 1995b, 1995c, 1995d; Wilder, 
Pope, and Magnusson 1996; and Williams and Sam 1997). 

1.  Ready Mixed Concrete Truck Drivers: Work-Related Hazards and 
Recommendations for Controls, Nancy Clark, CIH, CSP; Jonathan 
Dropkin, MSPT; Lee Kaplan.

2.  Federal Registers, Hearing Conservation Program for Construction 
Workers - 67:50610-50618.

SAFETY COMMITTEE
By Dwight Williams

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental

EIGHT ENVIRONMENTAL USES OF AGGREGATES

1. Erosion Control and Slope Protection
●Dams
●Roadways/Bridges
●Shorelines/Navigation Channels
●Rivers/Stream Banks
●Construction Site (exits and runoff control)
●Wetland and Stream Restoration

2. Filtration
●Sewage Treatment
●Wastewater Control
●Septic Tank Leaching Fields
●Infiltration for Aquifier Replenishment

3. Flue Gas Desulfurization
●SO2 Reduction using Limestone

4. Acid Neutralization
●Streams
●Lakes
●Agricultural Land

5. Reclamation of Mine Sites
●Backfill
●Land Cover

6. Landfills and Waste Disposal
●Leachate and Gas Collection Layers
●Cover and Protection
●Leachate pH Adjustment

7. Concrete and Asphalt Construction for Public 
Works Infrastructure
●Sewage Treatment Plants
●Water Purification Plants
●Incinerators/Recycling Facilities
●Dams, Reservoirs and Water Supply
●Utility Lines (water, sewerage, electrical)

8. Coal Mine Dusting to Prevent Explosions
●Non-Combustible Limestone



Scholarship Fund Shoot

Friday October 13, 2006

Heartland Public Shooting Park

Alda NE

Wes Cunningham, Tim O’Connor, Kent Coen,                 
2005 Event Planning

Scholarship Fund Shoot                                                 
by Wes Cunningham

TRAPPER READY?  PULL!!!!!!!!!!

Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association in 
conjunction with ACI has embarked upon a joint mission to 
provide scholarships to students in the construction 
business.  This venture has taken form in a self supporting 
fund raising event simply called the ANNUAL 
SCHOLARSHIP SHOOT.  The event is now in its 3rd year 
and has grown from a 2 discipline shoot to a 3 discipline 
shoot.  Last year, 2005, Clays were added to the skeet 
and trap events.  A great time was had by all that 
participated.  For the 2nd year, this year’s shoot will be 
held at the Heartland Public Shooting Park, near Grand 
Island, October 13th.  This is a great facility that 
accommodates almost any type of shooting.  New 

activities are being planned to allow the participants to 
have even more fun and the chance to win great prizes.  
This event is a great place for shooters of all skill levels.  
Our youngest shooter last year was Dakota Poff (age 9).  
Our only lady shooter was our beloved Rochelle (age not 
listed).  Let’s give them some competition this year.  Good 
food, fun games, great prizes and a lot of comradary.  
What more can you ask for?  Please participate this year.  
We need you!!!  Skills will be tested and bragging rights 
will be earned!!!  All proceeds go to the Scholarship Fund.

SAFETY COMMITTEE
By Dwight Williams

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental

NSSGA Updates & Reissues Environmental 
Management Systems Template For Aggregate 
Producers

The NSSGA EMS template was created to provide 
producer members with a written framework that can be 
used in sections or in its entirety to develop a voluntary 
EMS program.  This template is merely one approach 
that aggregate producers might want to consider when 
formulating and developing an effective and 
comprehensive environmental management program for 
their operations.  This template takes the form of modules 
so that each producer member can choose the individual 
modules and adapt them, as appropriate, to best fit their 
company's needs and stated environmental goals and 
principles.

Four of the modules have been updated and one new 
module has been added.

>   Gap Analysis*
>   Environmental Policy
>   Environmental Aspects
>   Legal Requirements*
>   Objectives and Targets*
>   Structure and Responsibility
>   Training, Awareness and Competence
>   Communication
>   EMS Documentation
>   Document and Record Control
>   Control and Monitoring*
>   Audit and Management Review
>   Compliance Evaluation**

*revised modules
**new module

To order - contact Becky Morris    bmorris@nssga.org

State News



SAFETY COMMITTEE
Submitted by Dwight Williams

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental

TWO DIE IN MINES                                                                           
On May 19, a 77 year old contractor electrician, with 58 years 
experience, was fatally injured at a construction sand and gravel 
operation.  The victim was checking an electric motor, contacted an 
energized conductor, and was electrocuted.  This is the 10th fatality 
reported in 2006 in the metal and nonmetal mining industry.  As of this 
date in 2005, there were 10 fatalities reported in this industry.  This is 
the second electrical fatality in 2006.  There was one electrical fatality 
in the same period in 2005.

On May 22, a 42 year old contractor journeyman, with 15 years 
experience, was fatally injured at a crushed stone operation.  The 
victim and two co-workers were changing screens at the plant.  The 
screens were placed on a wooden platform and a forklift was used to 
raise them about 17 feet.  The victim climbed over a handrail onto the 
raised screens.  After doing this, the screens flipped off the forks and 
he fell to the ground.

Last month, the NRMCA sponsored a “Focus on Pervious Concrete” 
Forum.  The Forum was a two day event covering a large variety of 
pervious topics.  Call our office if you need any pervious resources.

Left to Right: Dave Suchorski (Ash Grove Cement Co), Kirk Havranek (Ready 
Mixed Concrete Co. Lincoln), Mike Willman (Gerhold Concrete Co), Jereme 
Montgomery (NC&AA), and Ben Ricceri (Lyman-Richey Corporation)

          
Left to Right: Robert Garbini (NRMCA), Jereme Montgomery (NC&AA), Peter 
Brewin (NRMCA)

SAFETY COMMITTEE
Submitted by Dwight Williams

Co-Chair Safety & Environmental

CONCERN FOR PALLID STURGEON STALLS I-80 BRIDGE WORK

By Michael O’Connor World Herald Bureau 

Lincoln – With its flat snout and toothless mouth, the pallid sturgeon doesn’t 
look tough enough to halt work on a major river bridge project.  But that’s what 
the rare, ancient fish has done to construction of a new bridge over the Platte 
River on Interstate 80.  The NE Department of Roads (NDOR) ordered the 
contractor to stop work on the bridge because of concerns over the sturgeons’ 
spawning, or laying eggs.

The state issued the order after discovering a pile of gravel in the river near 
the bridge construction, posing a potential threat to the spawning, said Jason 
Jurgens, who oversees environmental permits for the NDOR.  The Roads 
Department discovered the gravel April 13 and stopped the construction that 
same day, said Dewaine Knutson, project manager for the Roads 
Department.  Jurgens aid the general contractor, Hawkins Construction Co. of 
Omaha, has assured the state that no more gravel will land in the river.

Jim Gregory, a Hawkins official, declined to comment.  Knutson said the state 
and the contractor have not been able to determine how the gravel got in the 
river.  Hawkins has been cooperative, Knutson said.

The Roads Department reported the incident to the US Fish and Wildlife 
Service and the US Army Corps of Engineers.  Those two federal agencies 
must give the Roads Department approval for the work to resume, Jurgens 
said.  The state hopes approval will come within a week, he said.

Knutson said the temporary shutdown of the bridge work will not affect the 
overall completion deadline.  Knutson said he is not aware of Hawkins’ facing 
any fines because of the gravel.  

Pallid sturgeons typically lay their eggs on the river bed, said John Cochnar of 
the US Fish and Wildlife Service in Grand Island.  Dumping material in the 
river during spawning season could damage the eggs, he said.  

The pallid sturgeon, which is also found in the Missouri and Mississippi 
Rivers, is on the brink of extinction.  The Jurrasic-era fish is rarely caught in 
the wild, even when biologists sweep the Missouri bottom looking for it.  When 
fish are found, they are almost always 30, 40, even 50 years old- a sign that 
the pallid long ago stopped reproducing in the wild.

Under its contract with the state, Hawkins was prohibited from carrying out 
any bridge work from April 1 to July 31 that would disturb the river, Jurgens 
said.  That is the sturgeon spawning season, he said.

Jurgens said it’s not unusual for the state to impose restrictions on road and 
bridge projects because of wildlife and environmental issues.  A new Platte 
River bridge is being built as part of the state’s widening of I-80 to six lanes 
between Omaha & Lincoln.  The bridge construction is part of work on a four-
mile section of I-80.  Work on section from about two miles east of the river to 
the Mahoney State Park interchange started in August and is scheduled for 
completion in 2009.

A PALLID PRIMER:  1.  The fish can live for more than a half century and 
grow to 80 lbs. and 6’;  2.  It has been endangered since 1990.  If caught, it 
must be returned to the river immediately;  3.  It is sometimes confused with 
the shovelnose sturgeon, a fish that looks similar when young.

Sources:  National Wildlife Federation, e.Nature.com


