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Letter from the NC&AA Board President
The time has come to review the financial status of our Association.
The Association has greatly increased the magnitude of its activities during
the last five years; this requires that we spend more money.
Presently, NC&AA is operating at a deficit. We can’t do anything about how
we got here. We can fix the situation. We cannot erase the deficit in one
year without drastically reducing our support to you, the members. We
have sufficient assets to cover the budget level for 2-3 years. The board
proposes a three-part program to put us back in the black.

Rich Ray
President NC&AA
Werner & Sons

First, the Jereme and Rochelle are reviewing our office expenses. The
elimination of the Nebraska Concrete Paving Association changed our
office expenses. There were shared expenses (copier, fax line, internet,
etc.) that are now solely ours. There is an opportunity to pursue cheaper solutions in these areas.
We are particularly examining telephone, cell phone, and copier contracts. There is an opportunity
to save in these areas; we do not want to compromise our service to the membership.
Second, we have lost money on the Convention and other activities during the last two years. We
will revise our fee structure for these events to make them at worst revenue neutral.

Third, we have revised the dues schedule for 2007. Dues have not been increased since 2004.
We have initiated increases that will eliminate 1/3 of the deficit this year. This revised schedule
simply uses the existing formulas for concrete and aggregate producers and increases the cost per
truck, plant, and inches of discharge. Additionally, minimum and maximum dues have been
increased. Your board is not sure that the current formula is still appropriate for present and future
circumstances. I’ve particularly noticed that the formula is based upon capability, production.
The current formulas for calculating dues apparently date back to the 1959 founding of the
Association. Some of you remember the Association had a significantly different mission.
Since we have taken over the concrete promotion and ACI training,
our expenses have risen dramatically. Member feedback supports
Inside this issue:
the direction we’re taking. I am forming a committee to review the
entire dues structure. There is no preconceived solution to the
Training Wrap Up
issue. The solution will increase revenue and retain membership. I
want and need your input. You can e-mail your input to Rochelle at
Editorial Comment
rochelle@nebrconagg.com.
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT —continued from page 1

By Joe Nasvik
Reprinted from Residential Concrete • May/June 2007
My cousin and her husband decided to sell their house and
move into a new condo. Everything was fine except for the
basement floor, which was cast on a very cold day over a
year ago in the middle of January. The concrete contractor
covered the fresh concrete with straw the following day.
Over the next several months the floor cracked in many
places in its 30 x 48-foot area. At each Lally column, 3/8inch cracks intersected in both directions with slab curling at
the cracks as well. The total width of the cracks
perpendicular to the 48 foot length added up to 1 1/8
inches not counting the shrinkage between the edge of the
slab and the foundation walls on either side. If the slab was
case with a good concrete mix having a 0.40 water/cement
(w/c) ratio you would expect about 3/8 of an inch of
shrinkage in the 48 foot length. So what happened?
Without expensive testing, only educated guesses can be
made. But here are some of the possibilities:

•

The concrete contractor used an excessive amount of
calcium chloride to accelerate the initial set of concrete.

•

Additional Portland cement was added to the mix to
reduce the initial setting time. This would increase
shrinkage.

•

The concrete slump was too high. It’s also probable
that the contractor added water as the placement
proceeded to counter the affect of the calcium chloride
stiffening the concrete still in the ready-mix truck.

•

There were no control joints in the slab. They should
have been placed at intervals no greater than 15 feet in
both directions—10 feet would be even better.

•

The thickness of the slab wasn’t checked but it’s
probable that the subgrade was neither flat nor
compacted causing the thickness of the concrete to
vary between 2 1/2 and 4 inches across the floor.

•

All of the above.

More EDITORIAL COMMENT — page 7

I plan to have a revised due structure completed and
presented to the Long-Range Planning Committee for
their recommendation. This new dues structure will be
effective for the 2008 membership year. Jereme will
present our new dues structure to the North Central
Cement Shippers Council in early October when we
make our grant request. There is additional funding
available from the Council, but it is matching money, not
welfare.
In closing, your board needs membership input to solve
this issue. The Association has always risen to past
challenges; I expect the same now.

Training Wrap Up
Another Training session has come and gone. Not as big
as we are used to, but thanks to our instructors a
successful one. We had 8 classes covering NDOR
Concrete Field Inspector, Level 1 /ACI Concrete Field
Testing Technician, Grade I, 2 classes for NDOR Concrete
Plant Technician, Level II, 2 classes for ACI Concrete
Strength Testing Technician, and 3 classes covering ACI
Concrete Flatwork Finisher Technician. Attendance for
these classes totaled 306, with 258 completing, passing,
and receiving certification.
We were surprised that a couple of the study areas
seemed to give the students more problems than we had
observed before. I'm sure these will be addressed in the
future.
Overall participation and interest from the
students was excellent. A special thanks needs to go to
Rochelle for her continued work and dedication in seeing
that this all comes together. Also to Mike for all the extra
work he does. The Lord willing and the creek don't rise I
will see you in the fall.

Leon Schaefer
NC&AA Training Coordinator
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From the NC&AA Director
Jereme “Bird”
Montgomery
Executive Director
NC&AA
Busy, busy, busy… that’s the talk of the town lately. The
Association has been no different. We have a lot of activities
coming up and the NC&AA will need your help. August 24th
brings the first day of the Nebraska State Fair. The promotion
committee has decided to participate in this year’s event with
a 50ft X 20ft exhibit tent. The NC&AA will be exhibiting:
pervious concrete, decorative concrete, and ICF’s. The
promotion committee feels that these three applications will
bring a good crowd with good discussions. The theme of this
years State Fair is “Non-stop fun”. So the group also decided
to have a kid’s corner and our notorious Bedrock downs. We
believe this is going to be a great success to our members but
the State Fair also brings its challenges…Manpower. This is
where we need your help. So please call the office and
volunteer your time to make this a successful exhibit.
We also added a couple more pervious concrete boxed
lunches to our schedule; Lamp Rynearson (Omaha), and BVH
(Lincoln). Informative presentations on pervious concrete are

still at an all time high on the designers list. Speaking of
Pervious Concrete, the City of Lincoln has placed its second
specified pervious concrete pavement. The city received a
grant to fund this project. With Federal mandates
implementing stormwater management systems, the city is
practicing before they preach. The NC&AA also hosted the
first NRMCA Pervious Concrete Contractor Certification
training last month. Ten registrants participated in the
training. Look for more certification training next spring.
July 26th the Association will also be hosting a “Basics of
Concrete Paving” seminar. This seminar will target engineers
with the hopes of getting back to the fundamentals of a good
concrete pavement. Topics that we will cover are; mix design,
pavement design, subbase and subgrade, air entrainment and
the benefits of concrete with regards to parking lots. Look for
registration forms soon.
Also, a special thanks to our first newsletter sponsor:
Cyclonaire. As activity grows and funds begin to tighten, the
Association appreciates Cyclonaire’s support. It is a great way
to get your business in front of our membership. Call our
office if you are interested in sponsoring our next quarterly
newsletter.
Have a great summer.

Sedlacek is One Lucky Dude
He kept telling his wife he was going to win one. Joel Sedlacek, an NC&AA member,
had been periodically scratching tickets from the Orange County Chopper Nebraska
Lottery game and had always come up short.
Ever the optimist, Sedlacek sent in his non-winning tickets with the hope of winning
the third of only three custom-designed motorcycles that were offered as top prizes
in the contest. Three motorcycles had been custom made for the lottery game; two
winners were to be found among 300,000 printed scratch off tickets and one would
go to a winner randomly drawn from the non-winning entries mailed in. According to
Sedlacek, the “loser” drawing didn’t come through for him either. When checking
the results on line, he was once again defeated to find his name was not on the list
of winners.
However, during a stop for gas on a business trip, Sedlacek remembered he had a
few extra tickets stashed. This time, he was not disappointed—he scratched a
winner! When calling his wife to tell her the news, she must have known from the
tone of his voice that he wasn’t kidding. Her advice: “You’d better call the lottery
office.” Persistent or just lucky? With the 1/300,000 odds, luck seems to be on his
side. Congratulations, Joel!

Joel Sedlacek poses with an Orange County
Chopper in front of Buzzard Billy’s in Lincoln as part
of a Nebraska Lottery winner’s event.
This look also earned him first
place in the costume contest at
NC&AA Convention in February
(where he even added a Fu
Manchu for effect).
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Safety & Environmental
Safety and Environmental
NewsNews
Awareness of Migratory Bird Treaty Act
The Migratory Bird Treaty Act has been a hot topic in
recent years on construction sites within Nebraska. The
Migratory Bird Treaty Act implements various treaties and
conventions between the United States and other
countries for the protection of migratory birds. Under the
Act, taking, killing, or possessing migratory birds is
unlawful. Fines for violating the Act can be levied against
a person, association, partnership, or corporation. And
fines can escalate when endangered birds are involved.
The Least Tern and Piping Plover, generally found along
the Platte River, are endangered birds that are federally
protected. Landowners along the Platte River must
understand the nesting season of the Terns and Plovers
or risk the possibility of destroying the nests, which is in
violation of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. This is similar
to disturbing or destroying the nest of any migratory bird.

Avoid MSHA Problems
Two books from industry legal expert
Mike Heenan help operators avoid
costly MSHA penalties. "Safety and
Health at Mines, A Manual for
Operators and Contractors ( Surface
Metal and Nonmetal Operations )" is
a second edition release. It is the
one book you must have to
communicate to employees - and
contractors their responsibilities
under federal MSHA regulations.

"MSHA - The Mine Operator and the
Law" is its companion book. It
dispels the mystery of government,
guides operators through
troublesome issues and makes
helpful suggestions from long
experience. The books are $24.95
each and may be ordered directly
online at
www.mineworksmedia.com .

The Nebraska Department of Roads requires contractors
to clear trees on State projects in the winter when bird
nesting does not occur. If tree clearing must occur
during nesting season, a set of procedures has been set
up and must be followed by the contractor before any
trees can be removed. If a tree or structure contains a
nest for removal, the United States Fish and Wildlife
Service must be contacted and approval must be granted
by the Fish and Wildlife Service before a migratory bird
nest is disturbed during the nesting season.
General information about the Migratory Bird Treaty Act
should be made available to your company’s employees
to enforce the Act and avoid costly fines to the person
and to the company. If there are questions and more
information is needed, the local Nebraska Game and
Parks can assist or direct you to the proper authorities.

continued

To learn about volume discounts, call toll-free 866-2959755 or e-mail order@mineworksmedia.com .

Noxious Weed Reminder
Noxious weeds are increasing in numbers with the abundance of rain this year. Property owners are
required under law by the State of Nebraska to control the growth of noxious weeds. Noxious weeds
are harmful and destructive to land. The weeds compete with pasture and crops, and some noxious
weeds are poisonous to people and animals. The following weeds have been designated by the State
of Nebraska as noxious: Canada Thistle, Leafy Spurge, Musk Thistle, Plumeless Thistle, Purple
Loosestrife, Spotted and Diffuse Knapweeds, and Saltcedar.

Diffuse Knapweed

For more information on the regulation of noxious weeds, go to the following website: http://
www.agr.state.ne.us/regulate/bpi/actbb.htm.
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Online Safety Training Made Available

The NSSGA and Vivid Learning Systems have teamed up to provide
our industry with affordable interactive web-based
MSHA Part 46, 47, 48, OSHA, EPA and HR training.

Eduware Company has the annual MSHA Part
48 refresher course available online at
www.eduware.com . The course fee is $95,
with group discounts available. This course
provides the information necessary for your
employees to learn requirements of a safe
workplace while meeting the requirements of
the annual MSHA Part 48 refresher.

To find out how companies are benefiting when they deliver
standardized training to employees at multiple locations, just when
they need it, with fully automated compliance reporting go to
www.nssgatraining.org . A free demo course is available.
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Industry News
NRMCA Participates in Federal
Highway Pooled Fund Study

Report States Nonresidential
Construction Spending Increases

Indiana DOT and the Federal Highway
Administration have sponsored a state
pooled fund study titled Evaluation of
Test Methods for Permeability
(Transport) and Development of
Performance Guidelines for
Durability. The study results will
significantly benefit P2P. Purdue
University is the main
contractor. NRMCA is involved in the
research initiative that has been also
supported with research funds from the
RMC Research & Education Foundation
and the Portland Cement Association.

Spending on new construction
dropped 0.2% in April, bringing the
13-month slide to a total of 24.1%,
according to the Building Team
Forecast.

Please share this pooled fund
solicitation with your state DOT partners
and encourage them to keep abreast of
this research effort and participate in
this effort if funds are available. States
have been transitioning from
prescriptive specifications to
performance specifications over the last
decade. One of the key concrete
properties that impact its long-term
durability is its permeability. The
primary objective of this project is to
develop a test procedure that directly
evaluates the permeability of concrete
and relates it to the anticipated
performance under varying exposure
conditions.
This project will evaluate existing
permeability test procedures; develop or
refine existing test procedures for
permeability; correlate results from
new/revised test procedure to existing
durability tests and develop guidelines
to relate permeability, exposure
conditions and field performance for
use in specifications.
For more information, contact NRMCA's
Karthik Obla at 1-888-846-7622 or by
e-mail, kobla@nrmca.org

More INDUSTRY NEWS — page 7

Nonresidential construction
spending, however, increased 1.1%
in April and the rate is up to 16%
above April 2006.
Source: AGC SmartBrief electronic
newsletter, based on a June 8 report
from Building Team Forecast/Reed
Construction Data

First Quarter Ready Mix
Production Down Over 2006
The preliminary estimate of ready
mixed concrete production in March
2007 is 33.5 million cubic yards, 11%
lower than March 2006. The ready
mixed concrete production through
the first quarter of 2007 is estimated
at 84 million cubic yards, 15.6%
lower than the first quarter of 2006.
The projection for 2007, based on
historical trends, is at around 430
million cubic yards, matching the
annual production in 2004. The
margin of error in this projection is
±16 million cubic yards.
Source: Ready mixed concrete
production is estimated from cement
shipments reported by the US
Geological Survey.
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NSSGA TO DEBUT
"WORLD OF
AGGREGATES FORUM &
EXPO" IN 2009
ALEXANDRIA, Va., May 8—The National Stone,
Sand & Gravel Association (NSSGA) will de-but
an all-encompassing educational and training
event with an aggregates-oriented exposition to
address and promote the interests of the
industry in 2009. This single, industry-wide
event, officially called the "World of Aggregates
Forum & Expo" (WAGG), will be held the week of
March 8, 2009, in Orlando, Fla. WAGG will be
held in the off-years from CONEXPO-CON/AGG
and is scheduled to take place again in 2010.
"WAGG was created in response to the requests
of the association's members and will incorporate 13 major NSSGA educational events
supported by exposition," said NSSGA Chairman
Louis Griesemer, president and CEO of
Springfield Underground, Inc. "It will be
designed by the industry for the industry with
plentiful input from our important
manufacturers and ser-vices members. WAGG
is intended to deliver superior quality education
programs in multiple disciplines for aggregate
producers, as well as traditional committee
meetings. This unique event is a working
conference to include an expanded trade show
opportunity for exhibitors."
Rick Feltes of Elburn, Ill., a past chairman for
NSSGA, has been appointed by the NSSGA
board of directors to chair the WAGG
management committee along with Randy
Kremer of Granite Construction to chair the
education subcommittee and NSSSGA Past
Chairman Greg Bush of Linwood Mining &
Minerals to chair the exhibits subcommittee.
The 2009 WAGG will be co-located with the
National Asphalt Pavement Association's World
of Asphalt Show and Conference. The
Association of Equipment Manufacturers will
provide show management services.
Based near the nation's capital, NSSGA is the
world's largest mining association by product
volume. Its member companies represent more
than 92 percent of the crushed stone and 72
per-cent of the sand and gravel produced
annually in the U.S. and approximately 118,000
working men and women in the aggregates
industry. During 2006, a total of about 2.95
billion metric tons of crushed stone, sand and
gravel, valued at $21 billion, were produced and
sold in the United States.
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INDUSTRY NEWS — continued from page 6
NSSGA Recognizes Environmental Efforts of Aggregates Industry
ALEXANDRIA, Va., April 19—In observance of Earth Day on April 22, the National Stone, Sand & Gravel Association (NSSGA)
celebrates the environmental achievements of the aggregates industry in a letter sent to Congress today. Every day, members of
the aggregates industry help improve the quality of life of every American through the products they provide. However, the
environmental contributions of the industry are often overlooked. Aggregates play an important role in many environmental
projects, including erosion prevention, water and sewage filtration, acid neutralization in lakes and streams, and waste disposal. In
addition, aggregates producers are working to preserve our environment through reclamation, turning old mines into functional,
attractive and useful purposes. Some examples of new uses for former mining land include parks, gardens, wildlife habitats,
geologic study sites and wetlands.
"Earth Day is a time to reflect on the wonders of nature and assess how our actions as individuals and businesses impact the
earth. The members of NSSGA recognize that the earth's resources are finite, and that wise environmental stewardship and
sustainable practices are necessary today to preserve American's quality of life for future generations," said NSSGA President &
CEO Joy Wilson. "For this reason, our members are proud of their environmental records and in reclaiming land in order to leave it
better than before."
NSSGA encourages its members to be environmental stewards and offers programs and products to assist in this effort. Each year,
NSSGA presents its Environmental Excellence Awards, based in part on the extent to which an aggregates operation meets and
exceeds the technical environmental and regulatory requirements. The association's members recognize the Earth's resources,
upon which all life depends, are finite, and that wise environmental stewardship is necessary to preserve the potential for a quality
of life for future generations.
For additional information on the environmental efforts of the aggregates industry, visit www.nssga.org/environment/index.cfm.

EDITORIAL COMMENT — continued from page 2
After signing the contract, my cousin and her husband were
given a one-year warranty against construction defects. They
immediately brought up the issue of the floor. The builder
responded by telling them there were no defects in the floor
(although the concrete contractor returned after casting the
slab to grind down the more significant curls at some crack
locations). He told them that “concrete naturally cracks and
the concrete contractor did nothing
wrong.”
So who is responsible for the floor? Is
this really what you should expect from
concrete? It’s easy to point a finger at
the concrete contractor in this situation;
they probably bear the greatest
responsibility. But others are
responsible too. The builder probably
told the concrete contractor the
schedule required the slab installation
and there wasn't money in the budget
to ensure proper conditions for coldweather concreting. It’s also unlikely
that the builder supervised any part of
the installation. There probably were no
concrete specifications included with the plans
for the condos in the project—architects and engineers always
include specifications and testing services for commercial
work but rarely for residential projects. And although this
happened in a community that could well afford good
inspection services, the building inspector probably didn’t

know much about concrete, visited the site briefly the day
before the concrete placement, didn’t return during
placement, and didn’t evaluate the work afterward. And my
cousin, being the consumer, should have raised the issue
before signing the contract, though it’s doubtful the builder
would have made any adjustment. My cousin will probably
be the one to pay for the mistakes in the form of
concessions to the next owner when the house is sold.
The sad thing about this common situation is that in the
minds of consumers, concrete
is to blame—not the concrete
contractor, builder, architect,
or building inspector. The
most used building project on
earth is seen as an inferior
product. But it’s really
ignorance and the
unwillingness to pay attention
to the details that causes the
problem. Residential concrete
work is like the old west;
anything goes because there
is little accountability.
We publish this magazine to
provide information about
concrete to all professional connected to it. Hopefully your
combined efforts will make residential work turn out more
like commercial work.
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Raw Materials
For its raw material, cement draws upon minerals containing the four essential elements for its creation: calcium,
silicon, aluminum, and iron. The most common combination of ingredients is limestone (for calcium), coupled with
much smaller quantities of clay, iron ore, and sand (as sources of alumina, iron, and silica respectively).
So common are these elements that a wide variety of raw materials are suitable. Cement is made with everything
from sea shells and shale to industrial byproducts such as blast-furnace slag from steel plants and fly ash from
the electric power industry.
From 115 operating plants reporting in the PCA publication: 2004 U.S. and Canadian Portland Cement
Industry:Plant Information Summary, 45 plants used blast furnace or iron slag as a raw material and over 40
plants used fly ash or bottom ash from electric power plants.
Other alternative materials used by
Portland Cement plants in 2003 included:
• Bottom ash
• Copper slag
• Foundry sand
• Mill scale
• Sandblast grit
• Synthetic gypsum
• Waste glass

Land Stewardship
Extracting any raw material takes a toll on the environment. But
extracting the raw materials for cement has a relatively low
environmental impact, and cement companies are taking measures to
minimize the disruption even further.
Limestone usually comes from a quarry at or near the plant while other
materials such as clay, shale, iron ore, and sand are usually obtained
from other nearby sources. Because these raw materials are among
the most common on Earth, cement producers can mitigate
environmental impact through careful site selection and operating
procedures. At the end of their useful life, cement quarries can be
reclaimed as parks, recreational areas, or other developments.
Byproducts generated during cement making are either recycled into
the process or for other beneficial uses. A case in point is cement kiln
dust (CKD). CKD is the material removed from the kiln exhaust gases by pollution-control devices. The industry has
greatly reduced the amount of CKD disposed through process improvements. Recycling CKD offsets the use of
limestone and other raw virgin materials, conserves energy, and makes good business sense. CKD that can't be
recycled back into the process is either responsibly managed in a monofill on site or sold for a variety of beneficial
uses. For those cement plants who use CKD monofills, proper management and closure of them is an integral part of
their operations.

More PORTLAND CEMENT — page 9
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PORTLAND CEMENT — continued from page 8
Energy and Fuel
The high temperature needed for cement manufacturing makes it an
energy-intensive process. The average energy input required to make
one ton of cement is 4.8 million Btu. The U.S. cement industry uses
energy equivalent to about 16 million tons of coal every year. According
to the Department of Energy, U.S. cement production accounts for
0.33 percent of energy consumption—lower production levels than
steel production at 1.8 percent and wood production at 0.5 percent.
From the PCA publication: U.S. and Canadian Labor-Energy Input
Survey 2003, the cement industry has improved energy efficiency by
36 percent from 1972.
Finding ways to reduce both energy needs and reliance on fossil fuels
is a top priority for cement companies. Although coal, petroleum coke,
and other fossil fuels have been traditionally burned in cement kilns,
many cement companies have turned to energy-rich alternative fuels.
Today, many plants meet between 20-70% of their energy
requirements with alternative fuels. And many of these alternative
fuels are consumer wastes or byproducts from other industries.
Recovering their energy value in cement making is a safe and proven
form of recycling.
Because of strict product quality demands, the cement produced from
kilns using alternative fuels must be equal in quality to cement from
kilns using conventional fuels. Our customers demand it. All types of
cement must conform to the rigid specifications of the American
Society for Testing and Materials (ASTM).
Burning alternative fuels in cement kilns offers several environmental
benefits. This type of energy recovery conserves valuable fossil fuels
for future generations while safely destroying wastes that would
otherwise be deposited in landfills. From the PCA publication: 2002
U.S. and Canadian Portland Cement Industry :Plant Information
Summary, 15 plants used waste oil, and 40 plants in 23 states used
scrap tires. Solvents, unrecyclable plastics, and other materials are used as well.
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Wednesday - July 11, 2007
Wednesday - July 18, 2007
Thursday - July 26, 2007
Monday - August 6, 2007

Friday -

September 28, 2007

Lunch & Learn
Lamp, Rynearson & Associates, Inc.

Omaha, NE

Lunch & Learn
Bahr Vermeer Haecker Architects

Lincoln, NE

Workshop — Fundamentals of Concrete Paving
The Ridge 9 am to 4 pm
Golf Outing
Registration - 10 am
Shotgun Start - 11 am
Scholarship Fund Shoot

NEBRASKA CONCRETE AND
AGGREGATES ASSOCIATION
6000 Cornhusker Highway
Lincoln, NE 68507
402-325-8414
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Omaha (aka Elkhorn)
York, NE
York Country Club

Alda, NE
Heartland Public Shooting Park

