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Concrete Cares of Nebraska

Concrete Cares of Nebraska is proud to announce 
that as of Dec. 1st, 2015, in only three short years 
of being formed, we have donated $21,000.00 to 
local Nebraska families battling cancer. This effort 
has only been made possible by the outstanding 
support from YOU our Members of the NC&AA, 
ACI Nebraska, and the local community in 
Nebraska. Your efforts and support do not go 
unnoticed as we salute and thank each and every 
one of you! These events include our Annual 
Concrete Cares of Nebraska Kick-Off Event, The Tri-City Storm Hockey Jersey 
Auctions, Breakfast with Santa, Roadway Heroes, and merchandise sales. We 
are very pleased and blessed for what we have accomplished and are extremely 
excited for what the future will bring.

This past December, in addition to donating 
$8,000.00 to the 4 families that were stricken with 
cancer, we also chose to help these families have 
a better Christmas Holiday. The Paula Rathman 
family has 2 young boys, Vicente Tejeda family has 
a 5 year old. For these 2 families Concrete Cares 
obtained a Christmas wish list from these children 
and purchased over $750.00 (approx. $250.00/each 
child) worth of Christmas gifts so that their parents 
could give them a nice Christmas morning without 
the worry and stress. The other 2 recipients Sheryl 
Maxson and Randy Schultz 

whose children are all grown each received $500.00 Visa 
Cash Cards to help out with their Christmas expenses. 
We also received 4 beautiful jewelry items donated by 
Erika Godfrey of Hawthorn Jewelry in Kearney, so that 
the husbands of these families would have a nice gift 
for their spouse this Christmas.

In addition, Stan Poff of Kearney Concrete Company 
recently donated a 2016 Polaris SlingShot this year 
to Concrete Cares of Nebraska, which is currently being customized into a 
custom Concrete Cares awareness machine.  This promotional tool will attend 
care shows, parades and events all over the State.  For information about 
sponsorship opportunities and to have your company logo displayed on 
Polaris SlingShot contact Kyle Poff at (308) 440-5445.

Continued on Page 2...
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Allow Concrete Cares of Nebraska to introduce individuals you’ve touched.  

Concrete Cares of Nebraska
“Making A Difference One Yard At A Time”

From left to right: Mandy Yendra, Denise Streeter, Jesus Tejeda , James Dzingle, Ryker Brandt, Randy Schultz, 
Paula Rathman, Sheryl Maxson, (Hubert Moore Jr. Not Pictured)

Mandy Yendra
Denise Streeter

Jesus Tejeda

James Dzingle
Ryker Brandt Randy Schultz

Paula Rathman
Sheryl Maxson
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From the President Kraig Kuhnel

  Season Greetings to all! 

      Congratulations to you all in surviving another construction season.  Once again 
Nebraska weather gave our industry a warning to get the aggregate piles full or capped, 
and outside concrete jobs finished up or plans to prepare for winter conditions. 
       2016 will be my 20th year working for Overland.  I’d like to share some of my winter 
memories.  In 1996 our rule was we would not fire a ready mix plant up unless the 
weather was 27 degrees and rising, the trucks would not hit the roads if conditions was 
questionable, the drivers either worked in the shop or took lay off, and absolutely no 
overtime hours. The aggregate pits seemed to have full piles and the dredges either were 
pulled out or to the bank to start winter maintenance.  The NDOR would make sure their 

projects would be wrapped up by early November or the contractors would have to finish in the spring.  
        Without hour regulations most of our work force felt with the long hours they made enough money for 
the year and with the unemployment payment it worked better for them to take lay off then work just a 40-
hour week.  In some cases, our equipment was just pushed to the point we had to stop.  
         Somewhere along the line with technology and battling the elements we figured out how to produce 
concrete all year long and in very frigid conditions.  More of our work force was not able to make it on 
unemployment so they stayed on all year or left our industry.  Also with November and December warmer 
than the past and with better and more expensive equipment the pumping aggregate season became longer.
         By late 90’s I was introduced to many of you involved in the NC&AA and knew this was an organization 
I respected and hopefully could be part of someday.  Thanks to a lot of you, it happened and I have not 
regretted it.  Just like other past Presidents I will say the year to this point has flown by.  I would like to thank 
all of you involved in making this organization such a success and I look forward in seeing all of you at the 
Quality Concrete Conference and Convention in February.

 Your President,
 Kraig V. Kuhnel

From the Director 
Jereme Montgomery

I would like to take this opportunity to discuss our 2016 Quality Concrete Conference.  This 
will be my 9th Quality Concrete Conference that I have helped coordinate.  Every year, 
we have emphasized the importance of quality concrete.  Our topics are everything from 
producing quality concrete, quality mixes, quality practices, and quality specifications.  The 
NC&AA and NCPA, in 2014 alone, spent over 800 hours promoting quality concrete.  We 
have spent thousands and thousands of dollars every year educating designers, contractors 
and producers on all aspects of quality concrete.  This years QC Conference will have a 
different tune.
 
I talk to a lot of contractors across the state, our customers.  Recently, their concerns aren’t necessarily quality, 
their concerns are hiring and retaining employees, educating workforce, and promoting concrete construction 
to the next generation.  This year’s conference will address these issues.  This conference will not ‘solve’ these 
issues, but will only emphasize the need for commercial/residential concrete contractors to get involved.  
There will be an underlying message in this conference, and it will be to announce the formation of a concrete 
contractor association.  Something we as producers need very much.  In my short 20 years of being in the 
concrete industry, I have never seen a coordinated effort or single voice for concrete contractors in Nebraska.  
That’s a huge problem.  Not only is this a huge problem for their workforce, but also for quality concrete.

It is time we take our industry to another level.  In order to achieve this, we need concrete contractors across 
the State to collaborate in helping us achieve our goal of being best trade in construction.  So help the 
NC&AA and the Quality Concrete Conference Committee by promoting this conference to your customers.  If 
we can’t get them to this conference, we will have already lost. 

Jereme Montgomery
Executive Director
Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association
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From the NRMCA Director Mike Arps 
Previously, I reported to you that NRMCA was soliciting proposals to develop a business plan to 
counteract the threat that the softwood industry has put on the concrete industry.  It seems that wood 
is making its way into traditional concrete markets, especially on the coasts, where they are seeing 
low to midrise structures (3 to 8 stories) built with wood.  We are talking walls and floors, with all wood 
construction.  The wood industry promotion efforts have taken significant market share in these regions 
and needs to be stopped before it gets here.
At our recent NRMCA board meeting, a proposal for a 5 year campaign to combat wood industry gains 
in the LMR structures market was unveiled.  The proposal is one of the most comprehensive plans I’ve 
seen from NRMCA was voted on and approved, nearly unanimously, by directors from all regions of the 
country.  The sentiment was let’s stop it now before it gets worse.  The plan calls for a significant dues 
increase of 2.4 cents per cubic yard on top of the 2.7 cents you are currently investing.  For 2016, your 
investment in your industry association is 5.1 cents per cubic yard. Members less than 150,000 cubic yards 
last year will be exempt from the increase and in year two will pay 1.2 cents per CY and in years 3 – 5 will 
be asked for the full 2.4 cents a yard.  This is in addition to the 2.7 cents.  I hope all these cents make 
sense!
I know you’re thinking “NRMCA nearly doubled my dues” and for some of you it’s true today and for 
others it will be in a couple of years.   However I ask all that “cut the check” to NRMCA to consider 
all that our national association does and can do for its members. Not one individual company can 
stand alone to take on the wood industry in this battle of building materials.  NRMCA’s plan includes 
design assistance to builders and developers, local building code advocacy and proven communication 
strategies to make concrete the preferred building material for LMR buildings.
I would also ask that you attend our state convention in late February to hear how serious the threat is 
from Robert Garbini, NRMCA President and NRMCA Board Chairman, Allen Hamblen of Cal Portland.  
These two gentlemen will be able to give us firsthand experience about the wood industries impact on 
concrete market share and what we as the concrete industry can do to prevent losing more.  I hope to 
see you there.
Speaking of all that NRMCA does for us, we need to thank the NRMCA Government Affairs team, led 
by Kerri Leininger for its role in passage of the highway bill.  Kerri and staff spend countless hours on the 
hill championing our cause.  I know the bill has favorable rules regarding driver hours which helps our 
industry and our Nebraska Department of Roads will have funds they can count upon meet the needs its 
highway program.  
A couple dates to remember in 2016:
 January 26-29  NRMCA Plant Manager Certification  Omaha NE
 February 8-12  NRMCA Short Course    Des Moines IA
 April 10-12  NRMCA Annual Convention   San Diego CA
Go to the NRMCA website to register for these and any other programs.
If you have any other questions, concerns or comments regarding NRMCA do not hesitate to call.
Thank you for your membership in NRMCA.

Respectfully,        
Mike Arps
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NRMCA Secures Key Industry Victories in Long-Term Highway Bill (reprint from NRMCA E-news)

On December 4, President Obama signed into law the first long-term highway bill in over a decade, which 
also included several key provisions benefiting the ready mixed concrete industry. The FAST Act (Fixing 
America’s Surface Transportation), or HR 22, guarantees funding for five years at $305 billion for highway and 
transit programs. On December 3, the House voted in favor of the bill (359-65) followed by the Senate later 
in the evening (83-16). The President signed the bill into law on Friday, hours before the latest highway bill 
extension was set to expire. NRMCA secured a number of key provisions in the FAST Act that benefit mixer 
truck drivers. The key language for the ready mixed concrete industry centers on three important provisions 
within the Federal Hours of Service (HOS) regulations:

• The first  makes permanent an exemption issued by the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration 
(FMCSA) in April 2015 for the ready mixed concrete industry on the drivers’ HOS 30-minute break rule. This 
provision also includes reforms to the petitions’ process to apply for and receive exemptions from FMCSA, 
which will benefit all sectors of the construction and transportation industries.
• The second provision creates a ready mixed concrete industry-specific logbook exemption that increases 
the 12-hour on-duty logging threshold contained in Title 49 of the Code of Federal Regulations, Part 395.1(e)
(1)(ii) and (e)(1)(iii)(A) to 14 hours in order to be consistent with the 14-hour driving window contained in the 
HOS regulations.
• The third provision increases the air-miles radius from 50 to 75 air-miles for the transportation and 
delivery of construction materials and equipment in order to satisfy the current 24-hour restart provision.

Mark Deetz

The FAST Act also includes several other victories that NRMCA advocated, each benefiting 
the ready mixed concrete industry. These include Compliance, Safety, Accountability 
(CSA) program reforms that require the FMCSA administrator to commission a study of its 
safety measurement system and remove certain CSA scores from public view. The bill also 
contains provision on minimum financial responsibility for commercial motor vehicles that 
requires the transportation secretary to consider cost-benefit criteria and conduct a study 
before issuing a final rulemaking to determine whether to increase the minimum level of 
financial responsibility.
For more information, contact Kerri Leininger at kleininger@nrmca.org

Seasons Greetings from the 
Membership Committee Jason Easter

• JA King
• Scale Sales & Service
• Hinrichsen S&G
• Propex
• Cornhusker International Truck

We still have a very strong group with 112 members, 61 producers and 51 associate members. We have had 
some discussion of a membership drive but with our very unique group are still trying iron out all the details. 
As always, you don’t have to wait for a membership drive we would be happy to talk to anyone interested in 
becoming a member. We would also be happy to entertain any ideas on gaining memberships feel free to 
contact Jason, Jereme or Rochelle with any interest or ideas. We hope everyone is having a happy holidays 
and a busy New Year!!

This year membership noticed a small struggle with retaining 
associate memberships. In most cases, we notice the drop in 
membership was due to change in management or with people 
retiring. Here are the list of members we have lost in 2015.  We are 
sorry to see them leave and we wish them well.
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Nebraska Construction Industry Council, aka Build our Nebraska: 
If you haven’t heard of this organization, it is a group the NC&AA participates in to 
help educate teachers and parents on different careers available in the construction 
industry. Basically, 8 trade groups in Nebraska came together to rebrand the 
construction industry.  NCIC hired a marketing firm to create a website (www.
buildournebraska.com), social media outlets (Facebook, YouTube & Twitter), and 
produced some great videos highlighting construction as a viable career.  Make sure to 
search “Build our Nebraska” on YouTube to view our concrete career video

Nebraska Construction 
Career Days: 
Nebraska Construction 
Career Days, coordinated by 
a company called Integrated 
Global Dimensions, received 
a federal grant to coordinate 
Construction Career Fairs, 
highlighting construction 
careers.  These career 

days were hosted at 6 different locations throughout Nebraska (Milford, Norfolk, 
Omaha, Hastings, North Platte, and Scottsbluff).  The NC&AA promotion committee 
participated at all 6 locations with “hands-on” concrete construction.  The NC&AA 
even had a spotlight in the news on NBC Nebraska. The NC&AA booth spoke with 
nearly 500 high school students in all.  
 
Concrete Tough: This is the NC&AA personal tag for our effort to promote concrete 
construction careers.  The world’s toughest building material needs the world’s 
toughest people.  We are looking for installers, 
drivers, heavy equipment operators, and 
technicians.  We purchased a drone and 
have created some nice videos highlighting 
concrete construction.  Make sure to search 
for our channel on YouTube called, Concrete 
Tough. The promotion committee is currently 
working on a main “Concrete Tough” video 
that will be unveiled at Quality Concrete 
Conference in January.  Stay tuned…this one is 
going to be good.

Concrete Garb: We now have 10 episodes interviewing people in the concrete 
construction industry, with nearly 3,000 downloads.  Check out some of the episodes 
on www.concretegarb.com.

Promotion Committee Report Tyler Jensen, Kirk Havranek
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Safety & Environmental Committee
Electronic Logging Devices (ELD), FMCSA Publishes Final Rule
A new rule was published by the FMCSA on 12/10/2015.  It requires all 
commercial trucks drivers who currently use paper log books to convert 
to ELD’s within the next two years.  ELD’s must be purchased from 
an FMCSA certified manufacturer.  This rule is not limited to just CDL 
vehicles but includes all Commercial Vehicles above 10,001 lbs.

MSHA to Place Special Emphasis on Enforcing Its Standards Related 
to Confined Spaces
Due to recent confined space related accidents in the Metal/Non-Metal 
mining sector, The Mine Health and Safety Administration has said it will 
be placing special emphasis on enforcing safety standards relating to 
confined spaces over the next several months.  Confined spaces include, 
but are not limited to, tanks, vessels, silos, storage bins, hoppers, vaults, 
pits, manholes, tunnels, equipment housings, ductwork, and pipelines.  
MSHA is encouraging employers to assess their sites and to make sure 
that confined space entry programs are in place and properly utilized.

For additional information visit:  http://www.msha.gov/Alerts/confined-
space-entry-ha1109.pdf

     2015–2016 TRAINING DATES
www.nebrconcagg.com – NDOR/ACI training registration is online
NDOR Concrete Field Inspector – Level I = ONLINE COURSES; NC&AA hosts link for NDOR
ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician – Grade I
Th-F January 21, 22, 2016       Omaha, NE  ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician, Grade I 
CLOSED
    
T-W January 26, 27, 2016      Lincoln, NE  ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician, Grade I  
CLOSED
  
T-W February 2, 3, 2016      North Platte, NE ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician, Grade I   
  
T-W April 19, 20, 2016      Kearney, NE ACI Concrete Field Testing Technician, Grade I 
 
  
NDOR Certified Concrete Plant Technician 
T-W-Th   March 1, 2, 3, 2016        Omaha, NE NDOR Certified Concrete Plant Technician  
T-W-Th   March 8, 9, 10, 2016      North Platte, NE NDOR Certified Concrete Plant Technician  
T-W-Th   March 15, 16, 17, 2016  Lincoln, NE NDOR Certified Concrete Plant Technician 
ACI Concrete Strength Testing Technician
F January 29, 2016    Lincoln, NE   Classroom: NDOR Main Auditorium 
CLOSED
ACI Concrete Flatwork Finisher Technician
Th-F February 4-5, 2016    Kearney, NE  Classroom:  Kearney Concrete
Th-F February 18-19, 2016    Lincoln, NE    Classroom:  Nebraska Safety Council



 

5700 Seward Ave., Ste. B 
Lincoln, NE  68507 
402-325-8414

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Industry Calendar
Tues-Wed January 19-20, 2016             NCPA Paving Workshop              Cornhusker Hotel, Lincoln NE

Wednesday January 13, 2016                NC&AA Quality Concrete Conference     Younes Center Kearney NE

Thursday January 14, 2016                   NC&AA Quality Concrete Conference     Cornhusker Hotel Lincoln NE
 

Wednesday February 24, 2016       NC&AA Convention 
          Past Presidents Dinner

Thursday-Friday February 25-26, 2016 Convention          Marina Inn & Conference   
           Center Sioux City NE


