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MR. DEETZ MR. DEETZ 
GOES TO WASHINGTONGOES TO WASHINGTON

As President, I thought it was necessary to go to Washington D.C. 
last month to absorb some “presiden  al” guidance from our na  on’s 
Capital. Actually, I was a chaperone for my daughter Claire’s eighth 
grade trip (I know some of you think I need the chaperone). We had 
a great  me. Washington D.C. is a wonderful city, full of history; and 
you get an in-depth apprecia  on for our country’s forma  on and 
freedoms.

 Jereme, Rochelle and the commi  ee members have been busy this 
spring with promo  on and educa  on ac  vi  es. Mike Willman, Leon 
Schaefer and our dedicated group of volunteers have completed the 
2012-13 Cer  fi ca  on season. Approximately 300 technicians were 
trained through selected ACI and Nebraska Department of Roads 
Cer  fi ca  on programs. Those are impressive numbers! A special thanks 
to all of you who donate your  me, materials and facili  es to make these 
programs a con  nued success. 

This summer we will be celebra  ng the 100 year anniversary of the Lincoln Highway system. 
Please consider purchasing one of the replacement Concrete Mile Markers to celebrate this 
historic event. Hope you all have a safe and prosperous summer.     

This year marks the 100 year anniversary of the 
Lincoln Highway, the Lincoln Highway Association 
will host the Offi cial Lincoln Highway 100th 
Anniversary Tours and Centennial Celebration. The 
two tours will start simultaneously the last week of 
June 2013 in New York City and San Francisco, and 
take one week to reach the midpoint of the Lincoln 
Highway in Kearney, Nebraska, where the centennial 
celebration will be hosted downtown Kearney at the 
Great Platte River Road on June 30th and July 1st, 
2013.

The Lincoln Highway was America’s fi rst trans-
continental highway, conceived in 1913 specifi cally 
with the car in mind.  The highway and the Lincoln 
Highway Association played an important role in 
the Good Roads movement in the United States, 
paving the way for the development of a nationwide 
highway network that is now unsurpassed.

The Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association/
Nebraska Concrete Paving Association has 
coordinated the reproduction of the LH Mile Markers 
with the Lincoln Highway Scenic and Historic Byway.   
These markers will be produced by Artisan Stone 
Company Inc. in Omaha and delivered to various 
sites across the highway in Nebraska.  

Sponsor your Lincoln Highway Concrete Marker 
Today….or purchase one for your own backyard!

If you need more information please contact the 
NC&AA offi ce 402.325.8414

NC&AA Sponsors Lincoln Highway 
Concrete Marker to North Bend 
                                       Read the full story on page 3

Happy Birthday Lincoln Highway 
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  from the DirectorDirector

Jereme Montgomery
NC&AA 

Executive Director

HmmmHmmm……
A  er 7 years of wri  ng newsle  er ar  cles and Execu  ve Director reports, 
every newsle  er becomes even more diffi  cult.  I always feels like I already 
wrote this or I get the feeling that it is the same stuff  we see in every industry 
publica  on.  So let’s try something diff erent.

For some of you close to me, you may already have heard this story.  It is a story 
of infl uence.  When I was in 5th grade, I was somewhat of a troublemaker.   Not that I 

was a bad kid, I just had a lot of  me on my hands with minimal direc  on.  I remember 
very specifi cally si   ng down in front of my proba  on offi  cers desk (yes, in 5th grade) and 
wai  ng for one of my parents to pick me up just a  er ge   ng in trouble for vandalism.  

To my surprise it wasn’t my parents who picked 
me up...it was my grandfather!  Up to 

that point in my life my grandfather 
wasn’t a big factor in my life but 
a  er that moment, he would be 
my single biggest infl uence.

To keep me on the straight and 
narrow, he required me to work with him everyday a  er school.  We soaked u  lity ditches, built 
retaining walls, picked up trash at residen  al sites and I hated him for it!  A  er a year of working 
with him and without pay, I started wrestling.  I found wrestling to be a great way to relieve a li  le 
stress, even though I wasn’t very good.  My grandfather gave me two choices: go to work or go to 
prac  ce.  Of course I chose prac  ce.  He made sure that I a  ended every prac  ce and he drove 
me to every Saturday tournament.  A  er a couple years, I became pre  y good and not too brag 
but I eventually became Nebraska’s only Class ‘A’ Undefeated State Champion in 1989 (that’s 
right, look it up).  I owe everything to my grandfather for ‘infl uencing’ me to do something be  er 
with my  me.  He had a huge eff ect on my life and I now thank him for it.

My point is this.
I o  en refl ect if I will have the same infl uence on my own 
kids and family.  What eff ect will I have in my professional 
career?  It’s not that I want to be some great fi gure a  er I am 
6 feet in the ground, I just don’t want to waste precious  me 
on meaningless moments.  So the ques  on becomes, whom do 
you infl uence personally or professionally?  Then ask yourself, is it 
posi  ve or nega  ve.  

You’ll know what to do You’ll know what to do 
next…so let’s get’r done!next…so let’s get’r done!

Things that make you go 
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The NC&AA sponsored a concrete marker to commemorate the 
100th year anniversary of the Lincoln Highway.  North Bend created 
a fl oat to feature the marker in their Old Settlers Days Parade. 

The community is planning to install the marker on the corner of 
Highway 79 and Highway 30 so it can be unveiled when the Lincoln 
Highway Tour Group passes through North Bend. Their local Boy 

Scout troop is helping to do the 
installation. 

“The marker looks 
very nice and again 

we thank you for the 
donation and look 
forward to having 
it be a part of our 

community.”  

--Pat Beebe, North Bend

Other Noteworthy Lincoln Highway Concrete Marker Sponsors:

- JEO Consulting (Schuyler) - Ash Grove

- HDR, Inc. - Boy Scout Troop Kearney

- Paulsen, Inc. (Cozad) - Cheyenne County Visitors Bureau

- Lyman-Richey Corporation - Columbus/Platte County CVB

- Cozad Chamber of Commerce - Gothenburg Community Dev. Offi ce

- Kearney CVB - Kimball County Visitors Committee

- North Bend - Classic Car Collection

NC&AA Sponsors Lincoln Highway 
Concrete Marker to North Bend    
                                                                           continued from Page 1 NC&AA Past President 

MAX MUMFORD
Retires after 45 years

The NC&AA would like to congratulate Max 
Mumford for his years…and years of service 
to our industry.  Max started in 1968 working 
for Hastings Concrete Products.  He moved 
to the Gerhold Group in 1973, and then to 
Yankee Hill and Watkins after that.  In 1990 
he jumped on board with Arps RED-E-MIX 
and never turned back.

Max was President of the 
NC&AA in 2002 and served 
on multiple committees 
for the association.  He is 
very passionate towards 
our industry and he will be 
missed.  We wish you well my 
friend and good luck on your 
retirement.
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Nebraska ACI Chapter Attends 
Spring Convention 2013
This past April, Nebraska was in full force at the ACI Spring 
Conven  on in Minneapolis MN.  In all, over 20 representa  ves 
from Nebraska made their presence known.  We had 4 board 
of directors, 11 student chapter members, 4 Durham School 
graduate students, and at least 4-5 more Nebraska industry 
professionals a  end. 

And it’s offi  cial…Nebraska’s First Student Chapter!

Outside of technical mee  ngs and con  nuing educa  onal 
seminars, this conven  on had three diff erent student 
compe   ons.

• ACI Art of Concrete Compe   on – to explore the 
ar  s  c nature of concrete; to display the varie  es, 
form, func  on, and beauty of concrete; and a  ract 
par  cipa  on from a broad group of students outside 
of engineering programs.

• ACI Mortar Workability Compe   on – Teams are 
challenged to create a mortar mixture with op  mum 
fl ow and stability at the conven  on.  Students then 
poured their mixture into a mold, which is shaped in 
the le  ers “ACI”.

• ACI FRP Composites Compe   on – Students 
design, construct, and test a concrete structure 
reinforced with fi ber-reinforced polymer bars to 
achieve the op  mal load-to-cost ra  o.

Special Thanks to the sponsors that gave these students the 
opportunity to a  end ACI Spring Conven  on:

• Nebraska ACI ($3,500)

• Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Associa  on 
($1,500)

• Kearney Concrete Company ($1,000 + two 
wonderful dinners!)

• BD Construc  on (Vans)

Technical 
Committee Report           
                                                         Submi  ed by Mike Willman

The 2012 - 2013 ACI training season was completed April 
17, 2013 in Kearney, NE.

TRAINING

The ACI Nebraska Chapter sponsored fi ve ACI Field Tes  ng 
Technician Grade I Cer  fi ca  on classes, with 177 examinees, 
and 143 cer  fi ed. One ACI Strength tes  ng class with 22 
examinees and 21 cer  fi ed, and one Flatwork Finisher class 
with 30 examinees and 27 cer  fi ed.  On April 4, 2013 we 
held an ACI Field Tes  ng Grade I Cer  fi ca  on class at the 
Kiewit Center in Omaha for 14 UNL – Omaha students.

ACI cer  fi ca  ons are important to the people in the concrete 
industry.  On behalf of the ACI Nebraska Chapter, we are 
pleased to be able to administer this program in coopera  on 
with NC&AA and NDOR.  The ACI training program con  nues 
to be cost eff ec  ve and a quality program due to the local 
ready mix producers and the volunteer support.  

On behalf of the ACI Nebraska Chapter, I would like to 
thank the following for all the work they do to make this 
program a success:  Rochelle Hitz, Leon Schaefer, and Jereme 
Montgomery, Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Associa  on; 
Jim Musilek, Bob Matlock, Larry Schmidt, Jerry Woods, Dan 
Ziska, Kyle Poff  and Steve Wobken; the ACI Nebraska Chapter 
and Nebraska Department of Roads volunteers.



Promo  on

BOXED LUNCH 

BLITZ Update
If you read our past March newsletter, you will remember 
the promotion committee reporting a goal to reach 800 man-
hours in boxed lunches.  To date we are sitting at 210 hours 
with 8 months left (convention is our deadline).   The four 
topics we are emphasizing are: 

• Design and Construction of Concrete 
Parking Lots

• Concrete Streets and Local Roads

• Concrete Overlays

• Pervious Concrete

• And more…..

Past Presentations
• Sarpy County (PCC Thickness Design – 

4 hours)

• Sarpy County (PCC Overlays – 6 hours)

• NDOR (Thickness Design – 18 hours)

• Fremont Kawanis (Industry Overview – 
20 hours)

• City of Omaha (Pervious Concrete – 
20 hours)

• NDOR District 6 (PCC Thickness Design – 
6 hours)

• ESP Engineering (Concrete Parking Lots 
– 6 hours)

• Gilmore & Associates (PCC Overlays – 
7 hours)

• Green Infrastructure Tour Omaha 
(Pervious Concrete – 26 hours)

• Davis Design (Slabs on Grade – 
20 hours)

• Washington County (PCC Overlays – 
13 hours)

• Olsson Associates Lincoln (Concrete 
Parking Lots – 13 hours)

• Fremont Contractors Assn (Industry 
Overview – 40 hours)

• Omaha Public Works (Quality Concrete 
– 18 hours)

• NDOR (PCC Thickness Design – 
9 hours)

If you have any design fi rms, contractors, or owners that need to hear our story, 
don’t hesitate to give us a call.  We are here to serve you!We are here to serve you!
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5th Graders in Cozad 
get another Concrete 101

Send the NC&AA 
your photos 
of concrete 
parking lots 
throughout 
the month 
of July and 
automatically 
enter to 
win a $50 gift 
certifi cate!

Rules:

• There are no rules….just take a picture and send it to us!
• Multiple pictures of parking lots in your area are 

encouraged
• Winners will be selected by the promotion committee
• Pictures may be posted on the NC&AA Facebook page
• Deadline is July 31

Promo  on

Paulsen, Inc., in cooperation with the NC&AA 
promotion committee conducted another concrete 
101 program in Cozad for the second year in a row.  
Students learn the ingredients of concrete and 
are introduced to all the different applications of 
concrete.

The students also pair up to test their concrete 
production skills to mix and place the strongest 
concrete beam.   This round proved that a 1”x1” 
beam held over 26 pounds.  Congratulations to 
Lexy and Abby.  (NOTE: for some strange reason…
females always produce the strongest concrete 
beam)

Keep you eyes and ears open for Concrete 101 
opportunities in your community.

Nice Job Paulsen, Inc.!

NC&AA

PHOTO 
CONTEST
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2013 Omaha Green Infrastructure Tour

Omaha conducted a ‘green infrastructure tour’ that 
introduced storm water professionals to green projects 
in Omaha.  Of the nine des  na  ons, three were pervious 
concrete parking lots.  Over 50 professionals a  ended the 
tour and were very impressed by the Nebraska Concrete 
and Aggregates Associa  on’s work on pervious concrete.  
No one does it be  er!

Special thanks to Tyler Jensen and Mark Deetz for helping 
with crowd control.

The Photo Sharing community.  
Discover the world through photos!

--Jereme Montgomery
I have personally set up an account on Panoramio to share all 
the cool photos of concrete parking lots, concrete award winners 
and just concrete projects in general.  This website not only 
allows you to upload your photos but it also “maps” your photos 
on google maps.  Not only will you be able to see the photos…
you can see where the photo was taken on a map!  Just another 
avenue to show off  our stuff !

Check out Buzzardbilly’s (that’s me) photos at 
www.panoramio.com/user/7691069

Another Pervious Concrete Parking Lot Hits Omaha
This spring another pervious concrete project was constructed in 
Omaha, Nebraska.  Located at 50th and Pine Street, this 5,000 sf 
pervious parking lot consists of 7 inches of pervious concrete on 
a 18+ inch rock base.  Dostal Construc  on was the contractor and 
did a great job placing a quality pavement.  ASTM 1688 Density 
tests were conducted on every load delivered by Thiele Geotech.  
3 cores were taken and 3 ASTM 1701 (infi ltra  on) tests were also 
conducted.

 Owner:   City of Omaha

 Contractor:   Dostal Construc  on

 Concrete Supplier:  Ready Mixed Concrete Co., Omaha

 Tes  ng Agency:  Thiele Geotech, Inc.



Sand and Gravel Company  Faces Fines
 Source: Rock Products

Safety

According to Section 110(j) of the Mine Act, unpaid 
civil penalties shall accrue and may be recovered 
by MSHA in a civil action. Interest at the rate of 8 
percent annually shall be charged on any fi nal order 
of the Mine Safety and Health Review Commission 
or the court, and shall begin        to accrue 30 days 
after the issuance of the fi nal order.

The purpose of MSHA is to prevent death, disease 
and injury from mining and to promote safe and 
healthful workplaces for the nation’s miners. Miners 
can report a hazardous condition or imminent 
danger that could cause a serious accident, injury, 
illness or fatality by calling 800-746-1553.

“Mine operators cannot be 
permi  ed to violate mine 

safety laws and simply ignore 
or refuse to pay the penal  es 

assessed for those viola  ons.”
 

- Joseph A. Main
Assistant Secretary of Labor

 for Mine Safety

The U.S. Department of Labor has secured a court 
judgment ordering American Industries Inc., to pay 
$34,061, plus interest, in delinquent civil money 
penalties for violations of the Federal Mine Safety 
and Health Act of 1977. The Jewett City, Conn., 
sand and gravel operation will also post a cash 
performance bond of $30,000 with the department 
to ensure future compliance with the law, including 
payment of civil money penalties.

The department sued American Industries in the U.S. 
District Court for the District of Connecticut in June 
2012 to seek payment of penalties owed since 2007. 
Under the Mine Act, the department’s Mine Safety 
and Health Administration conducts inspections of 
mines, including sand and gravel operations, and 
issues citations and assesses penalties for safety 
and health violations. While mine operators have 
the right to contest civil money penalties, the law 
authorizes the department to sue those operators, 
such as American Industries, who ignore or refuse 
to pay civil penalties that have become fi nal orders 
under the act.

“Mine operators cannot be permitted to violate mine 
safety laws and simply ignore or refuse to pay the 
penalties assessed for those violations,” said Joseph 
A. Main, assistant secretary of labor for mine safety 
and health. “Such behavior suggests contempt for a 
law designed to ensure safe and healthful working 
conditions for their employees.”

“Scoffl aw employers – those who chronically fail to 
pay the rightfully assessed penalties they owe – must 
understand that the department is authorized to use 
all available  tools, including litigation in federal court, 
to pursue payment of those penalties,” said Michael 
Felsen, the department’s regional solicitor of labor 
for New England, whose offi ce litigated the case for 
MSHA. “This judgment provides that, among other 
remedies, any future failure by the mine operator to 
pay properly assessed penalties that become fi nal 
orders will be punishable as contempt of court.”
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Safety
Two Fatalities to 
Date in Aggregates
To date in 2013, the aggregates sector has seen two 
fatalities. The fi rst was due to a fall of face, rib, pillar or 
highwall.  According to the U.S. Mine Safety and Health 
Administration’s preliminary report, the victim was working 
from a lift, taking a sample from the highwall when a large 
rock fell and struck him.  MSHA’s fatalgram reminds of best 
practices in this area:

• Establish and discuss safe work procedures 
for working near highwalls. Identify and 
control all hazards.
 

 • Train all persons to recognize adverse 
conditions and environmental factors 
that can decrease highwall stability 
and understand safe job procedures to 
eliminate all hazards before beginning work.  

• Look, listen and 
evaluate pit and 
highwall conditions 
daily, especially 
after each rain, freeze 
or thaw.  

• Remove loose or 
overhanging material 
from the face. Correct 
hazardous conditions 
by working from a 
safe location.  

• Ensure that work 
or travel areas and 
equipment are a safe 
distance from the toe 
of the highwall.  

 
The second fatality was due to explosives/breaking agents. 
According to MSHA’s preliminary report, the victim was in a 
front-end loader about 65 feet from the base of a highwall 
when a blast was initiated. Broken rock covered the loader, 
and the victim was later removed. No fatalgram has yet been 
issued.   In 2012, there also were a total of two fatalities in 
the aggregates sector. In 2012, the total number was seven, 
one fewer than the previous two years.    

Direct any questions to Joseph Casper at (703) 526-1074.

Source: NSSGA eDigest

Registration Information
and Details Online at

www.nebrconcagg.com



6000 Cornhusker Highway
Lincoln, NE  68507
402-325-8414

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Industry CalendarIndustry Calendar
August 5, 2013 NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting (York Country Club 9am)

August 5, 2013 NC&AA Annual Golf Outing (York)

September 22, 2013 NRMCA Concrete Works (Las Vegas)

October 2, 2013 NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting (TBD, Lincoln 1pm)

October 20, 2013 ACI Fall Convention (Phoenix)

November 6, 2013 NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting (TBD, Lincoln 1pm)

December 4, 2013 NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting (TBD, Lincoln 2pm)

January 8th, 2014 Quality Concrete Conference (Kearney)

January 9th, 2014 Quality Concrete Conference (Lincoln)

February 27/28th, 2014 NC&AA Annual Convention (Kearney)


