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From the Director Jereme Montgomery

2015 Nebraska Truck Driver Championships
For the first time in history, the Nebraska Trucking Association opened up their Truck 
Driver Championships to add the first “Mixer Driver” class.  The Nebraska Truck Driving 
Championships (NTDC) is a two-day event and consisting of a written test, walk around truck 
inspections, State Trooper interviews, and driving the challenge course. NC&AA member 
companies registered nine mixer competitors from five companies. In total, 91 drivers 
competed in ten different classes.  The competition was held in Grand Island Nebraska on 
June 5th and 6th, 2015.
Af ter just t wo days, history was made .  The NTDC crowned Nebraska’s very f irst 
“Mixer Dr i ver Champion”, Mr. Br ian Bosi l jevac with Consolidated Concre te .
1st Place: Brian Bosiljevac, Consolidated Concrete
2nd Place: Daryle Salie, Lyman-Richey Corporation
3rd Place: Andrew Wagner, 
Lyman-Richey Corporation

Additional Competitors: Troy Sonnenfeld (Consolidated 
Concrete), James Cook (Concrete Industries)  Don Dillon 
(Paulsen Inc.), Dennis Fleming (Paulsen Inc.), Shawn 
Wlaschin (Lyman-Richey Corp), and Evan Fogleman 
(Kearney Concrete Company)

Also, special thanks to NC&AA members who sponsored and 
showed their support during the NTDC:  Consolidated Concrete 
Company, Holcim US Inc., Kearney Concrete Company, Lyman-Richey Corporation, Paulsen 
Inc., Arps Red-E-Mix and McNeilus.
Stay tuned for next year.  I feel this event is going to be something special to show our drivers 
appreciation and a great way to show them recognition for being loyal, dedicated, and safe 
employees.

For the past few years, the NC&AA Board of Direction have 
discussed having some form of mixer driver rodeo event, 
but just couldn’t get anything started.  Then, Dave Daily 
with Lyman-Richey Corporation approached the NC&AA 
with a suggestion of expanding the competition by adding 
a mixer class. 

Two meetings later, the 
Truck Driving Championships Steering committee approved 
the addition.  Special thanks to Mr. Daily for his vision and 
enthusiasm to make it all happen.
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Welcome to summer!  With the 
rain, flooding and cooler weather the spring 
has been feast or famine for the concrete 
industry. Hopefully some of this will pass so 
we can move on to a prosperous business 
year.  Aggregates on the other hand are 
in full swing.   They have been battling 
the disappearing of aggregate piles since 
the weather has helped with the rise of 
demand. 

Jereme and Rochelle have been busy not only promoting and 
educating but also spending a lot of time with the executive board 
and committees lining up the upcoming events.  I would tell you what 
has been going on with the committees, but the executive board is 
requesting them to report at the meetings and in the newsletter, so 
read on.  The executive board also thought it was a great idea to go 
back to having Hotels/Conventions Centers present their properties 
and services to the board at the May meeting to help select future 
convention sights.  We recently went through minutes of past 
meetings and liked some of the ways of the past and incorporated a 
few of them.  We will pin point the dates and sights for the next two 
years this month or maybe later in this newsletter.  Thank you to the 
past Presidents for the great advice.

I look forward to seeing many of you at the York Country Club for the 
August 3rd golf tournament.  Have a great summer!
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Technical Committee Report -  Mike Willman
The 2014 - 2015 training season was completed April 15, 2015 in Kearney, NE. 

The Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association administered seven ACI Field Testing Technician Grade I certification 
Classes with 271 people attending, 227 certified. Two ACI Flatwork Finisher Class with 29 people attending, 26 Certified, 
one ACI Strength Testing Certification Class with 26 people attending, 25 certified.

The Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association administered three NDOR Plant Certification classes with 85 attending, 
and 85 certified

Certification programs are important to all of us in the concrete industry. On behalf of the Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates 
Association, we are pleased to be able to administer these programs in cooperation with the Nebraska Department of 
Roads, and the Nebraska Chapter American Concrete Institute. The training programs continue to be cost effective and 
provide quality programs due to the support of the local Ready Mix Producers and all the volunteers.

I would like to extend a big thank you to Rochelle Hitz, Jereme Montgomery, Jim Musilek, Bob Matlock, Larry Schmidt, 
Dan Ziska, Steve Wobken,  Kyle Poff, Hoodie Krause, Cal Splattstoesser, Kelly Naslund, Gary Neu, Rodney McNeel, Bill 
Cook, The Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association, ACI Nebraska Chapter, and Nebraska Department of Roads 
Volunteers for all their hard work to make these programs a success. 
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Casino Night for Construction Programs
Jean Petsch, NE Building Chapter AGC / Jereme Montgomery, NC&AA / Joe Delgado, TCW
The Construction Industry Advisory Council (CIAC) hosted its second annual ‘Casino Night’ to raise scholarship funds 
for Construction programs on the Lincoln campus.  Many NC&AA members supported this event that was hosted for 
the benefit of scholarships and program support for students majoring in Construction Management and Construction 
Engineering at UNL.  Your donations and/or sponsorship helped to make this second event a great success.   When all is 
“said and done” we will have raised about $10,000 from this event.  Again, thank you for your part in making this event 
successful.  Also, know that we appreciate your contribution to the construction industry.

2015 Scholarship Recipients
Spence Beethe is from Elk Creek, Nebraska and is a Junior 
Construction Management Major

Mitchell Duhachek is a Junior Construction Management 
Major from Hartington, Nebraska. 

Joshua Sugita (Not Pictured) is a sophomore in 
construction management from Grand Island, Nebraska.

Congratulations to all the recipients, well deserved.

NC&AA member, Brian Engel and Kelly Naslund of 
Paulsen Inc., with the assistance of Tim Hegeholz (Ash 
Grove Cement Co.) and Jereme Montgomery hosted 
another Concrete 101 class for Cozad Elementary 
Schools.

It was another successful education program helping 
young students learn about the different ingredients 
used in concrete.  It was also educational for the 
students to learn all the different applications concrete 
has to offer. 

Congratulations to the students who participated in this 
program.  This class has the potential of having future 
concrete producers and installers.
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ICE ICE BABY

The Tri-City Storm wore specialty jerseys last March against the Des Moines Buccaneers as part of Concrete Cares 
Night presented by Kearney Concrete Company. Concrete Cares of Nebraska is a non-profit organization dedicated 
to creating cancer awareness with a tagline: Making a difference, one yard at a time.  Concrete Cares of Nebraska 
hosts an annual event that draws hundreds of local supporters.  As a matter of fact, The Manufacturers, Products 
& Services (MPS) Division of the National Ready Mixed Concrete Association recently awarded the 2015 Concrete 
Cares Award to Kearney Concrete Company.  Kearney Concrete Company was recognized for supporting cancer-
related organizations, which ultimately lead to the creation the non-profit, statewide organization, Concrete Cares 
of Nebraska. In September 2014, the event expanded toward offering family oriented activities, live music, food and 
a car show, all sponsored by local businesses.

The EBay auctions for the Concrete Cares jerseys ran for 3 days.  The Storm provided information on the auction via 
the team’s Facebook and Twitter accounts.  When it was all said and done, the 28 Tri-City Storm / Concrete Cares 
Uniforms raised $9,500, a tremendous success!  In addition, during intermission, Concrete Cares of Nebraska had 
the opportunity to award Mike Murray and his wife Donna, with the Concrete Cares of Nebraska, “Names of Fame”, 
6-foot personalized banner.  Which was preceded by the public viewing of Concrete Cares of Nebraska’s, Save the 
Date video.
On behalf of Concrete Cares of Nebraska, Kearney Concrete Company, and the Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates 
Association, we would like to thank you.  We simply can’t “Make a difference”, without the communities support 
and recognition.

Kyle Poff of Kearney Concrete Company designed 
the uniforms, which were auctioned on eBay. 
Proceeds from the auction will go to Concrete 
Cares of Nebraska, which helps cancer stricken 
patients who are in need of assistance in Nebraska.  
Kearney Concrete Company also sponsored a puck 
giveaway for the first 1,000 fans through the doors 
of the Viaero Event Center.  The original vision for 
the organization came from Mike Murray of Mike 
Murray Concrete Solutions. He hoped to raise 
awareness of breast cancer by placing pink concrete 
nationwide, in hopes that by installing something 
pink and permanent, the concrete industry could 
show how much we care.
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National Reports - Mike Arps
Nominations for the Developing Industry Leaders program were due June 15th. This program is limited to 24 
individuals from throughout the country.  They are divided into teams, select a project and make a presentation 
to the NRMCA board at the annual convention. They are then asked to join a “shadow board” to the full NRMCA 
board.  The program develops potential new NRMCA board members.  Any candidate may apply on the NRMCA 
website and in the future the NC&AA might consider giving a “scholarship” to a qualified NC&AA member to 
participate in the program.

Nominations for the NRMCA Board of Directors are now open.  As I am a regional director, we can still have a 
representative from Nebraska.  Anyone who is interested, let me know and I will nominate.

A Senior Director of Building Innovations has been hired by NRMCA to offer technical expertise to developers and 
design professionals in order incorporate cutting edge concrete solutions in building projects.  This hiring is in 
response to the wood industry threat in midrise construction.

The Industry Data Surveys were due on June 1st.  Nebraska has had very poor, in fact no participation in past 
years surveys.  It may be too late for you to get you survey completed for this year, but I want to challenge our 
membership to participate next year.  

Make sure to visit the NRMCA website often and make sure you are on the email list from all the departments.  
NRMCA emails offer the most current information as to what NRMCA programs are being offered, what is 
happening in government affairs, engineering, seminars, webinars, meetings etc.  

As always should you have any questions regarding anything at NRMCA, do not hesitate to contact me and I will do 
my best to help.  On behalf of NRMCA, your support is appreciated.

Mike Arps
NRMCA Regional Director

MnRoad Test Track
The Nebraska Concrete Paving Assocation 
scheduled a road trip (literally) to 
Minnesota to see the MnRoad test track.

MnROAD is a pavement test track made 
up of various research materials and 
pavements owned and operated by the 
Minnesota Department of Transportation, 
working with its partners. Located near 
Albertville, Minnesota, MnROAD works in 
conjunction with MnDOT’s Materials Lab. 
It finds ways to make roads last longer, 
perform better, cost less to build and maintain, be built faster and have minimal impact on the environment.
MnROAD has over 50 unique test sections on the following two roadway segments:

• 3.5 mile (Interstate-94) Mainline.
• 2.5 mile Low Volume Road

MnROAD collects detailed pavement performance data along with thousands of pavement sensor located in each test 
section. View and Access Data/Processes used at MnROAD.
Read more information on the history of MnROAD, its funding and partners, including the Peer Exchange.

It was great to see a lot of different designs and materials being tested in the field for research and development.  
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Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association  Safety & Environmental Committee
  TJ Hyland & Brandon Gunther

Ready Mix 30 min break exemption.
On April 2, 2015 the FMCSA announced that drivers operating ready-mixed concrete trucks may use 30 minutes 
of on duty time while “waiting” to satisfy the 30 minute break rule.  The driver may use any time while in 
attendance of the vehicle, provided they do not perform any other work during this time, the driver must also 
have a written copy of this exemption  in their possession.  Further, all carriers operating under this exemption 
must have a “Satisfactory” safety rating with the FMCSA.  This exemption will remain in effect until April 3, 2017.

CVSA Roadcheck 2015
The Nebraska State Patrol, in conjunction with the CVSA, completed the 28th annual roadcheck between June 
2-4.  During this time nearly 10,000 inspectors nationwide completed an average of 17 inspections every minute.  

June 1, 2015 Marks Important Date in the Implementation of OSHA’s 
Updated Hazard Communication Standard
June 1, 2015, is the deadline for meeting OSHA’s revised Hazard 
Communication Standard (HCS)—CFR 1910.1200—and its alignment 
with the Globally Harmonized System (GHS).  This is one of several 
important dates in a series of ongoing deadlines that are part of the 
updated regulations.  With Hazard Communication being OSHA’s most 
frequently cited standard in general industry in fiscal year 2014, it’s 
important to make sure you’re in compliance.  

A summary of implementation deadlines is as follows:

• December 1, 2013 — Date by which employers were required to 
train employees on the new SDSs and labels in GHS format
• June 1, 2015 – All products shipped by manufacturers must comply 
with the new GHS labeling system. Updated GHS Safety Data Sheets 
must be in use.

• Dec. 1, 2015 – All products shipped by distributors must comply with the new GHS labeling system.
• June 1, 2016  – All employers that use, handle, or store hazardous chemicals must update alternative 
workplace labeling and hazard communication programs, as necessary, and provide additional employee training 
for newly identified physical or health hazards.

Promotion Committee

The Promotion Committee is working on several activities and events for this year. We will again be promoting 
the NC&AA at industry events such as golf outings and conventions and will help host the hospitality room for the 
Nebraska Association of County Officials (NACO) convention. We will also be taking an active role in helping plan, 
organize and promote the Concrete Cares event on September 27th at the Archway in Kearney, NE.

One of our biggest areas of focus this year will be developing videos and other marketing materials to help 
promote the concrete industry to the general public, and specifically to younger people who are looking for career 
opportunities. We all know how great our industry is, and we hope that we can create some videos to share that with 
others!
We have a lot planned for promotion this year and are looking forward to getting rolling!

Tyler Jensen, Promotion Committee Chair
Kirk Havranek, Promotion Committee Co-Chair
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Aggregates  Commit tee
So far this year the aggregates committee has 
been reporting on various issues around the 
industry. We’ve discussed issues that are affecting 
the industry from a nation level to a more local 
level. One of those issues being Water of the U.S. 
(WOTUS).
 
The US House has passed a bill that will repeal 
the WOTUS ruling the EPA has issued which vastly 
expanded their jurisdiction and complexity of 
the permitting process.  The US Senate currently 
has a bill (S1140) that has passed committee 
but is awaiting a vote with the full Senate.  We 
encourage all producers to reach out to the 
Senators and let them know they need to support 
the bill.  

Another issue that was reported on in our last 
meeting was the issue of in place gradations. 
The Federal Aviation Administration has bid a 
few project this year in Nebraska and within the 
specification they are looking for acceptance 
of base materials to meet specification in place 
and on grade. We have reached out to Iowa 
Limestone Producer’s Association president Rich 
White. Rich said that he hasn’t heard much talk 
around the industry of these specifications. We 
ask our members to be on the lookout for these 
specification and let us know if there are any 
issues on this front.
 
The aggregates committee also met with Wally 
Pitman from MSHA’s education department. 
Wally approached the NCAA about the possibility 
of us spear heading a Joseph A. Holmes Safety 
Association chapter in Nebraska. Wally spoke to 
us about the Kansas chapter of this association 
and what they do to unite the industry and make 
it safer. 
 
The Aggregates Committee will be sending out a 
survey to membership in the near future asking 
if there are any particular items that you would 
like this committee to focus on. We will also be 
sending out a survey to see if there would be any 
interest within in our membership to create a 
Joseph A Holmes Safety chapter for Nebraska.

LB610:  Senator Jim Smith of Papillion introduced 
LB 610. On May 14th, Nebraska Senators successfully 
overrode the Governor’s veto to increase the fixed 
fuel tax by 1.5 cents annually for four years. The 
allocation will be one-half cent to the department and 
one cent to cities and counties. The increase to the 
department totals $2.1 million for FY2015-16, $8.5 
million for FY2016-17, $14.8 million for FY2017-18 and 
$21.2 million for FY2018-19. The increase to cities and 
counties totals $4.2 million for FY2015-16, $16.9 million 
for FY2016-17, $29.6 million for FY2017-18 and $21.2 
million for FY2018-19. 

  

FEDERAL HIGHWAY BILL: The Highway Bill has 
been extended through July 31, 2015. Finding the 
revenue to support a long-term authorization remains 
the challenge in Congress. If Congress cannot identify 
more federal funds by the end of July, the Department 
of Transportation will be forced to cut reimbursement 
funding to states for current projects. Both Republican 
and Democratic leaders of the Senate Environment 
& Public Works Committee say they will work on a 
long-term Highway Bill in June. Also, the House Ways 
& Means and Senate Finance Committees will hold 
hearings to investigate long-term financing of the 
Highway Trust Fund.   

Legislative Committee
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Industry Calendar
Board of Directors Meetings

September 30, 2015  NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting
November 11, 2015  NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting
December 9, 2015  NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting
December 9, 2015  NC&AA Long Range Planning Meeting

Events
July 20, 2015   NCPA Golf Outing (rescheduled from rain date)  Quarry Oaks, Ashland NE
August 3, 2015  NC&AA Golf Outing     York Country Club, York NE
September 27, 2015  Concrete Cares      Archway, Kearney NE 
October 6, 2015  NC&AA Scholarship Fund Shoot     Oak Creek Sporting Club, 
            Brainard NE

January 13, 2016   NC&AA Quality Concrete Conference, Kearney
January 14, 2016  NC&AA Quality Concrete Conference, Lincoln
January 19-20, 2016  NCPA Paving Workshop, Lincoln
February 26-27, 2016  NC&AA Annual Convention    Marina Hotel & Conference   
           Center, South Sioux City NE 


