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2014 Concrete Cares-Nebraska

Goes “All-in”

Submitted by Jereme Montgomery

The 2nd Annual Concrete Cares kick-off
event occurred on September 28th,
2014. Though concrete cares was never
intended to be an annual event, it
seems the concrete industry has created
something we simply can’t walk away
from. I do have to confess on a couple
of items. When I was first informed
that Kearney Concrete Company was
going to host an event at the archway
to promote the concept of concrete
cares, I admit, I didn’t know if they could
pull it off. They did. Secondly, I also
have to confess that I didn’t think the
community would embrace yet another
fundraiser/awareness event. They did.
And because of that, allow me to tell the story of “Concrete Cares – Nebraska”.

CONCRETE CARES. . . continued on page 4

Rebranding the Construction Industry
Nebraska Construction Industry Council
Aims to Change Perceptions 0f Careers in Construction

What is the perception of the construction industry when it pertains to
construction careers? More importantly, what are the perceptions parents have
regarding a career in construction? Is it all about hammers and nails? I am sure that anyone outside
the construction industry has a perception that we only have dirty, manual labor type of careers. You
have heard it before, “If you like working with your hands or getting your hands dirty, get a job in
construction”, right? Most likely, students may be influenced in what they ‘think’ is their career path
during middle school or even younger. Heck, my 9-year-old daughter has been saying she wants to be
a veterinarian since she was five. Why? Because she has always loved animals and being her father,
I have always said, “you’re going to make a great veterinarian someday”. So, have I influenced her
career path simply by recognizing her passion for animals? Well, maybe.

Editor: Kraig Kuhnel
Overland Ready Mixed
Concrete Co.
800-742-7592

Who is out there influencing children and/or young adults to look at
construction as a career path? Do parents realize that there is more
to construction than just 'hammers & nails'? Construction jobs such
as; Construction Managers, Estimators, Iron workers, Concrete
Workers, Carpenters, Electricians and Plumbers all have a vast
array of careers even within their own segment of the industry.
If you want to work straight out of high school, there are careers
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PAGE 2
Well if it ever quits raining, everyone should be able to try to finish the year
strong. It’s hard to believe we are in the 4th quarter of the year already.

Terry Rogers
NC&AA President

Committee members have been very busy lately. The Associate Committee
put on a very successful golf outing in August at the York Country Club with
95 golfers present. The Scholarship Fund Shoot was October 7th at Oak
Creek Sporting Club in Brainard, NE with 75+ attendees. This event is for a
very good cause, the NC&AA scholarship fund. The Convention Committee
has been meeting for the Annual Convention at Divots in Norfolk on
February 26th and 27th and has a good start on the agenda. The Technical
Committee has met and is setting up their training schedule for the year.

PRESIDENT’s
MESSAGE

I attended the Concrete Cares event in Kearney on September
28th, and kudos to Jereme, Kyle, Rochelle and the help from
employees from Kearney Concrete and the ACI Chapter
members at the University of Kearney. There were an awful lot
of vendors present and a nice car show and well attended by
the public. This impressive event is for cancer awareness and
fundraising.
Hope everyone has a very safe and successful last quarter of
2014!!

NC&AA Annual Golf Outing
August 4, 2014, York
Country Club
Thank you to everyone that
participated in the Nebraska
Concrete & Aggregates
Association’s Annual Golf
Tournament. We had another
successful year with nearly
100 players. We couldn’t have
done it without your support!

RESULTS
on page 10
The “Shoot the
Bird” Challenge
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From the director

Rebranding the Construction Industry

REBRANDING. . . continued from page 1

in the industry for you. If you want to go to a 2-year technical
school, there are careers in the industry for you. If you want to
go to a 4-year college, there are careers in the industry for you.
Do you want to work inside? Outside? Yes, the construction
industry has it! We are much more than 'hammers and nails'.
The point is this; we don’t believe there is enough awareness or
resources to educate teachers and parents of what our industry
has to offer regarding careers. In my opinion, the construction
industry provides an array of diverse career paths when
compared to other industries. In addition, the Department of
Labor has predicted overall employment growth of 2.6 percent
or 1.6 million new jobs for the workers needed to create, repair,
and enhance our infrastructure.
Last year, the AGC-NE Building Chapter recognized the lack
of awareness of career paths in our construction industry
and formed a task force to recommend the framework and
operating plan for an industry-wide Construction Industry
Council. In short, Industry Career Councils work to increase
the population of ready, skilled employees in a geographical
area. These councils typically address critical hiring needs;
foster business/education partnerships; work to redefine
the image of Career and Technical Education in the eye of
educators, students, parents and general public; and to
increase enrollments in these programs.
Thus, with the hard work from the AGC-NE Building Chapter,
the Nebraska Construction Industry Council (NCIC) was
born. The NCIC will be a collaborative effort between the
construction professional/trade associations. These groups
are:
•
•
•

•
•

AGC-NE Building
Chapter
AGC Nebraska Chapter
Nebraska Concrete &
Aggregates Association
National Utility
Contractor Association –
Nebraska Chapter
Mechanical Contractors Association of Omaha
National Electrical Contractors Association / NE Chapter

Each supporting association will appoint one construction
executive to represent their segment of the industry on the
council. The council will have 7-10 voting Industry Council
Members. In addition, there will be 7-10 non-voting Advisory
Members to support the work of the council. The Advisory
members will include representatives from Nebraska
Department of Labor, Department of Economic Development
and Department of Education. Additionally, supporting
association staff will have the opportunity to be Advisory
Members. Representing the concrete industry will be Jeff
Chmura of Lyman-Richey Corporation as a council member,
and myself, as an advisory member.

The first initiatives of the NCIC will be to develop a marketing
plan/branding campaign to reach the target population; develop
a Nebraska construction careers website; produce a series of
videos to feature different positions and salary/wage data for
positions in Nebraska; establish an ongoing partnership with
SkillsUSA; provide a channel to connect students with industry
folks in all their areas of interest in construction and encourage
NCIC sponsors to support the “career academy model”
of education, along with supporting Career and Technical
Education Programs in Nebraska schools.
The construction industry has an image problem. Students,
parents and educators do not see construction as a highly
desirable career path mainly because they don’t understand
or have an awareness of all the many facets and opportunities
available at many different entry points. The Nebraska
Construction Industry Council will provide an opportunity for
the industry to share information, demonstrate opportunities
and provide information to enable students and their parents
to evaluate construction career options as their career of
choice and provide the resources to help them succeed. As a
result, the industry will benefit with an increasing influx of wellprepared and motivated workers to supplement and grow their
businesses.
Having only attended the first meeting, I can tell you this may be
just the thing our industry has needed for decades, and there
is real excitement in the air. The members on this council and
their advisors are full of talent and are passionate to grow our
industry. Stay tuned for good things to come from this group.

Jereme Montgomery

Executive Director
Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association
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Some of us go through our lives without taking time to do
something good, something for a good cause. The concrete
industry is no different. Our industry has one speed—FAST.
Because of that, I can’t remember anything in the past 15
years where the concrete industry slowed down, and did
something outside of producing or placing concrete.
Then a few years ago, Mr. Mike Murray with Decorative
Concrete Supply Company in Shawnee, Kansas, created a
vision to place pink concrete in every state for breast cancer
awareness. Mike’s vision had nothing to do with raising
money, but only to raise awareness in hopes that by installing
something pink and permanent, the concrete industry could
contribute and give back to local communities, showing that
the concrete industry does care.
In the summer of 2013, Stan & Kyle Poff of Kearney Concrete
Company worked with local companies such as Turners Body
Shop, Miller Signs, and NAPA to paint and install Concrete
Cares Cancer Ribbons on every ready mix truck in their fleet.
Then, towards the end of August, Kyle called the Nebraska
Concrete & Aggregates Association (NC&AA) to ask for help in
promoting their community event called “Concrete Cares”.
With no formal committee, no real structure of a collected
group to collaborate planning an event of this magnitude,
Kearney Concrete Company worked with other locals to pull
off an event that is now responsible for the creation of a nonprofit organization called “Concrete Cares of Nebraska”. The
inaugural event in 2013 was held at the Kearney Archway
and was considered a huge success. The concrete industry
supported it. More importantly, it was supported by the
community.
Since then, Concrete Cares of Nebraska made some small
changes. First, it’s not just “Concrete Cares”, it is now
“Concrete Cares of Nebraska”. We felt we could make more
of a difference if we focused on creating awareness within
our own borders. We made this decision in hopes that other
states would follow our lead. The second change was we
switched from pink to purple. Even though Mr. Murray’s
original intent was creating awareness of breast cancer,
Concrete Cares of Nebraska thinks all forms of cancer suck. So
we chose a purple ribbon.
On September 28th, 2014, Concrete Cares of Nebraska held
its second annual event. Offering family oriented activities,
live music, free archway tickets, silent auction gifts, food, and
a new addition of a car show. The car show was coordinated
by the car club, Highway Creepers. This event drew nearly 30
local exhibitors and 45 cars. Concrete Cares of Nebraska, now
in its second year, has raised nearly $10,000 for cancer stricken
patients in need of assistance. What makes this even better?
All the funds raised can only go to Nebraska recipients.
In closing, I have never been more humbled and honored to be
a part of such a great movement. I cannot express the amount
of gratitude I feel to be included with Concrete Cares and its
mission to make a difference. Thank you to everyone who
volunteered time and/or resources to make this event such a
great success. See you next year!
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2014 Concrete Cares
of Nebraska Recipients
Mandy Yendra
Denise Streeter

2014 Concrete Cares Event Sponsors
Car Show & Shine:

Highway Creepers

Entertainment: Bases Loaded & Kearney Live Music
Silent Auction:
Turner Body Shop of Kearney
(w/ custom paint job on pedal car & mail box)
Archway Tickets:
Kearney Concrete Company &
Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association
Event Co-Sponsor:
Tables & Chairs:

Nebraska Concrete
& Aggregates Association
Construction Rental

2014 Exhibitors

		
Caribou Coffee
Coke
Dickey’s BBQ
Jockey
Jumparoo of Kearney
JuJu Belle
Kasey Ellis
Kearney Crete & Block
Lia Sophia
Mary & Martha
Mary Kay
Miche Purses
Nurium
Pink Zebra
Premier Jewelry
Advocare
Stephens & Smith Concrete Co.
Thirty One
Susan G. Komen of Nebraska
Vault Denim
Tastefully Simple
U Med Spa
Childrens Museum
American Dreams
Damsel in Defense
Essential Oils
Norwex
Younique
Usborn

Special Thanks
UNK Construction Management Organization, Staff at
the Archway, and the community of Kearney!

Jereme Montgomery, Executive Director
Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association
@NEconcrete

MORE PHOTO HIGHLIGHTS . . . next page
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INDUSTRY NEWS
2013 NC&AA Parking Lot Market Share
For the second year in a row, Nebraska holds more than 90% of the market pertaining to parking lots. NC&AA and its
members have been acquiring market share data on newly constructed parking lots over the past eight years. To be
considered, parking lots must meet the following criteria:
•
•
•
•
•

Project must be completed in 2013
Projects must be 'new' construction
Only commercial / industrial projects
Data in Square Feet
Concrete or Asphalt

Results 2013:
Total Market Surveyed (sf)
Concrete (sf)			
Asphalt (sf)			

7,314,477
7,014,606
299,871

100%
96%
4%

Historical Analysis:
2012
2011
2010
2009
2008
2007
2006

96% concrete of 4,865,063 sf surveyed
75% concrete of 5,092,817 sf surveyed
64% concrete of 10,556,081 sf surveyed
70% concrete of 7,745,275 sf surveyed
52% concrete of 7,889,870 sf surveyed
36% concrete of 14,622,595 sf surveyed
48% concrete of 12,281,839 sf surveyed

2013 Individual County Results:
Ranked by population - greatest to least
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.

DOUGLAS COUNTY (OMAHA) - 90% concrete / 54 projects / 1,778,369 sf
LANCASTER COUNTY (LINCOLN) - 95% concrete / 57 projects / 1,038,261 sf
SARPY COUNTY (LA VISTA/BELLEVUE/PAPILLION) - 99% concrete / 38 projects / 2,393,326 sf
HALL COUNTY (GRAND ISLAND/HASTINGS) - 98% concrete / 23 projects / 761,836 sf
BUFFALO COUNTY (KEARNEY) - 100% Concrete / 20 projects / 916,971 sf
DODGE COUNTY (FREMONT) - NO REPORT FOR 2013
LINCOLN COUNTY (NORTH PLATTE) - 100% concrete / 5 projects / 74,000 sf
MADISON COUNTY (NORFOLK) - 100% concrete / 5 projects / 156,359 sf
PLATTE COUNTY (COLUMBUS) - NO NEW CONSTRUCTION IN 2013
GAGE COUNTY (BEATRICE) - 100% concrete / 9 projects / 53,705 sf
DAKOTA COUNTY (SOUTH SIOUX CITY) - 85% concrete / 4 projects / 141,650 sf

Total Number of Projects Surveyed: 215 parking lots
Average Size Parking Lot: 34,021 Square Feet
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The Committee also hosted
other ways to win such as:
•

2014 NC&AA
Scholarship Fund Shoot

•

Submitted by Mark Deetz
The 11th Annual Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Association
Scholarship Fund Shoot was held on Tuesday, October 7th at
Oak Creek Sporting Club in Brainard, NE. This year 75+ shooters
participated in the NC&AA Scholarship Fund raising event
featuring one disciplines, 100 targets of Sporting Clay. It was a
perfect day on an excellent course.
2014 Sporting Clays Overall Winners
1.
2.
3.

Pat Sullivan — NNCTDA (91/100)
Mike Arps – Arps RED-E-MIX (87/100)
Mark Lorensen – Lorensen Lumber & Grain, LLC (86/100)

•
•

Stop Sign Raffle –
Rock/Paper/Scissor
Play-off between
Nate Kamrath and
Kyle Timmer. Nate
was victorious and
winner of split the
pot stop sign raffle
GoPro Camera
Raffle, (Sponsor
Kearney Concrete
Company) – Mark Deetz
$100 Cabela’s Gift Card Raffle – Rusty Rogers
Deck of Cards, “Split the Pot” – Mike Keyes

Also, additional gratitude to Western Sand & Gravel, CON-E-CO,
and Lyman Richey Corporation for bringing door prizes.
Thank you from the Shoot committee for a great day and MANY
THANKS to TIM HEGEHOLZ. Tim’s help with registration and
staffing the beverage cart was invaluable! Thanks Mr. Hegeholz.
Whether you won or not, it was a great day to network with
your customers and for a great cause. Your participation in this
event is critical to the achievement of the NC&AA Scholarships.
The Scholarship committee greatly appreciates everyone’s help
in making the shoot a success.
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NC&AA Annual Golf RESULTS
August 4, 2014, York Country Club

1st Flight Winners

2nd Flight Winners

1st Place
Jarod Hendricks, Jay Johnson, Charlie Beeler, Bryce Nolde
2nd Place
Stan Poff, Brian Schaefer, Mark Bartels, Bob Pfeffer
3rd Place
Brendan Lilley, Doug Burns, Jack Zimmerman

1st Place
Tyson Vogt, Duane Kumpula, Steve Hettenbaugh, Tom Cockle
2nd Place
Adam Greenquist, Harvey Keim, Brad Friesen, Tom Mommens
3rd Place
Brian Engel, Tim Hegeholz, Mike Willman, Kirk Havranek

Pin Prizes
Hole #1 – closest to pin any shot across water
Craig Olson

Hole #10 – closest 2nd shot
Don Voges

Hole #2 – closest to pin any shot off green
Terry Coomes

Hole #11 – longest birdie putt
Bob Pfeffer

Hole #3 – closest 3rd shot
Steve Wobken

Hole #12 – closest 3rd shot
Tom Cockle

Hole #4 – closest to pin any shot off green
Stan Maly

Hole #13 – longest drive in fairway
Tom Mommens

Hole #5 – closest 2nd shot
Doug Carroll

Hole #14 – closest to pin tee shot
Steve Henderson

Hole #6 – closest to pin tee shot
Bruce Filipi

Hole #15 – closest 2nd shot
Bryce Nolde

Hole #7 – longest drive in fairway
Brad Friesen

Hole #16 – closest to pin tee shot
Kraig Kuhnel

Hole #8 – longest putt on green
Russ Horner

Hole #17 – closest to pin any shot across water
Brendan Lilley

Hole #9 – closest to pin any shot off green
Mark Bartels

Hole #18 – closest to pin any shot off green
Jeff Bryan
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2014 Golf Sponsors
GOLD SPONSORS:
Ash Grove Cement Company
BASF Construction Chemicals
Consolidated Concrete
GCC of America
Holcim (US) Inc
Murphy Tractor & Equipment Co., Inc.
NEBCO Companies
DRINK SPONSOR:
Kearney Concrete Co.
LUNCH SPONSOR:
Lyman-Richey Corporation
						
SILVER SPONSORS:
Brett Admixtures
Central Plains Cement Co.
CON-E-CO
Cyclonaire Corporation
Grace Construction Products
Martin Marietta Materials
McNeilus Truck & Mfg. Inc.
Paulsen Inc.
Quantum Aggregate Supply
Road Builders Machinery & Supply
Thiele Geotech, Inc.
BRONZE SPONSORS:
Beatrice Concrete Co., Inc.
Capital Concrete Co.
DSS Cameras
Euclid Chemical Company
Gana Trucking & Excavating Inc.
Gerhold Concrete Company
Minden Lumber & Concrete Co.
NMC Cat

Shoot the Bird

(no putting challenge)
Frogg Togg cooling towel
1st
2nd
3rd
4th

Paul Kostal
Eric Freeman
Merlyn Hansen
Jeff Bryan

Thanks to ERIC SORENSON, S&H Distribution, Associates
Committee responsible for the golf outing and Don Voges,
Holcim for creating the Shoot the Bird challenge.

Save the Date
35th Annual NCPA
Concrete Paving Workshop
Tuesday & Wednesday
January 21-22, 2014

Cornhusker Marriott - Lincoln

Awards Applications Due November 13!
www.nebrconc.org/awards.html

5700 Seward Ave., Ste. B
Lincoln, NE 68507
402-325-8414
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Industry Calendar
November 5		

NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting

1pm Nebraska Safety Council

December 10		

NC&AA Board of Directors Meeting

TBD

TBD

December 10		

Long Range Planning Meeting		

TBD

TBD

January 14		

Quality Concrete Conference 		

TBD

Kearney

January 15		

Quality Concrete Conference		

TBD

Omaha

January 20		

NCPA Paving Workshop			

TBD

Lincoln

January 21		

NCPA Paving Workshop			

TBD

Lincoln

February 26		

NC&AA Annual Convention		

TBD

Norfolk

February 27		

NC&AA Annual Convention		

TBD

Norfolk

