


NEBRASKA CONCRETE AND AGGREGATES ASSOCIATION

The following topic is an excerpt from LinkedIn 
within a post I made  in the Discussion Group 
“NRMCA Concrete Parking Lot Promo  on Group”.  I 
think it is  me to proac  vely address this issue before it gets 
out of control.  With Board approval, I hope to dedicate my  me 
and resources  in developing a QA/QC program for exterior concrete parking lots 
to protect the great market we have.  I can’t wait un  l I get some responses on this 
discussion group.  Stay tuned!
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from the DirectorDirector
Montgomery calls it as he sees it.
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1.    

Jereme Montgomery
NC&AA 

Executive Director

“Most of you know Nebraska has 75% of the market regarding concrete parking lots (2011 stat). I spend most of my time 
“protecting” our market rather than increasing our market. I would like to begin a discussion on the placement of concrete 
parking lots, so I will start with this group.

I have seen an increasing use of Laser Screeds for larger parking lots. Sometimes I see the proper use of the laser screed but most 
of the time I see the misuse of these laser screeds that will eventually be very detrimental to our market. When laser screeds irst 
came out, their primary use was for interior loors and it was the most bene icial tool for contractors. Now we have 3D lasers 
screeds that are increasingly being used on exterior concrete. Lets just start by saying it is not the laser screed I have beef with...
it is the width of the placements on exterior parking lots that I do not agree with. I am witnessing 75-100+ wide placements. Here 
are my top three reasons why I think we need to keep placements to a maximum width of 50 ft....even with laser screeds.

When greater than 50  , the contractor can’t bull fl oat “perpendicular” to strike off   (although this is the least of my 
worries)

When greater than 50  , the contractor can’t spray curing compound immediately a  er fi nishing opera  ons. They  
 have to wait un  l the concrete is hard enough to walk on in order to spray the cure and depending onenvironmental 
condi  ons, the concrete may lose cri  cal moisture near the surface which causes loss of strength and durability.

When greater than 50  , I see a trend of using ride-on pan machines to fl a  en the surface. This brings signifi cant   
fi nes to the surface and in my opinion messes up the “entrained air” we need in my climate for freeze thaw durability.

I have been promoting no more than 50 ft widths. Even at 50 ft, we still need to see TWO 
curing rigs on each side of the pour. My personal experience shows that even these industrial 
sprayers don’t spray much more than 25 feet out.

My other pet peeve is the misuse of evaporation retarders. 
THESE ARE NOT TO BE FINISHED IN THE CONCRETE!

I do not want anyone who replies back to this discussion to tell me that I need to address 
this with the engineer or the general contractor, it doesn’t work. These issues need to be 
addressed in our own industry. NRMCA, ASCC, ASCE, AGC, and Laser Screed Manufacturers. I 
have had others say to specify a QA/QC program....I have tried that route also, it doesn’t work. 
I have spoke with a couple concrete contractors who tell me they have been doing this for 
years and never have a problem. That’s because these surface defects (mainly scaling) don’t 
show up until after a year or two or three...after the warranty is up. 

And just so you know, my experience is two years in a lab testing concrete, 7 years in the ield 
managing concrete latwork, and 6 years promoting quality concrete. So if you think what I 
am saying is false, you better have some good proof. And trust me...I hope I am wrong! 

I guess I am looking to other states and their position on pour widths greater than 50 ft and 
how they handle it. I hope someone backs me up!”
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Industry Happenings

ACI Nebraska Chapter Hosts Breakfast 
Seminar West of Omaha…AGAIN!
The Nebraska Chapter held another breakfast seminar in 
Kearney.  Shawn Wentworth of Enterprise Precast presented 
a project review of 2011 ACI Nebraska Award of Excellence 
winner, “Prince of Peace”.  

The Prince of Peace Church project is located in Kearney, 
NE.  Concrete was used in many aspects of the project, but 
what may stand out most are the architectural applica  ons of 
the concrete. In this project, Shawn discussed why concrete 
replaced the original stone exterior, how the concrete was used 
to mimic other building materials, and some of the advantages 
that the concrete had over other material choices due to its 
innate quali  es.  This is an excellent example of quality concrete 
design and cra  smanship from foo  ngs to fl oor slabs to walls.  

The seminar brought in 48 a  endees and a  er the presenta  on 
the group went to the site for a personalized tour.  Special 
thanks to Shawn Wentworth and his excellent presenta  on….or 
should I say excellent “prezi”.

NC&AA Certifi es 7 Students
The Nebraska Concrete & Aggregates Associa  on cer  fi ed 
7 more Southeast Community College Students from 
their Milford Campus.  As part of their curriculum, these 
civil engineering technology students will graduate with 
a ACI Grade I Field Tes  ng Technician Cer  fi ca  on.  Of all 
the students we have cer  fi ed I will say these par  cular 
students really knew their material (no pun intended).  I 
am guessing they had a great instructor, Dale Mueller, past 
Board Member of the Nebraska Chapter.  

Special thanks to Mike Willman, Steve Wobken, James 
Hamle  e, Bob Schulter, and Jim Musilek for their  me.

NRMCA Hosts 
Regional Work Plan Meeting in Omaha

On August 21st, NRMCA held its annual North Central Regional 
Work Plan Mee  ng at the Magnolia Hotel in Omaha, Ne.

This event covered topics such as:

 State of the Ready Mixed Concrete Industry
 Sustainability Ini  a  ves
 Promo  on
 Advocacy
 Educa  on
 Technical/Opera  ons
 And State Affi  liate Programs

Special thanks to NC&AA Members that a  ended; Dave 
Brakenhoff , Mark Deetz, Kyle Poff , Kirk Havranek, Joel 
Sedlacek, Norm Nelson (re  red), Neil Smith, and Tyler Jensen.
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ASCE Releases Fourth“Failure to Act” Report
On September 13, the American Society of Civil Engineers released the fourth in its series of reports 
on the impacts of the failure to act to address the needs of the na  on’s transporta  on infrastructure. 
This report fi nds the shor  all of failing to address the needs of the na  on’s ports and inland waterways 
to be about $16 billion through 2020 and for airports a shor  all of $19 billing through 2020.

An earlier ASCE Report found that if current trends con  nue, by 2020 the annual costs imposed on 
the U.S. economy by deteriora  ng infrastructure will increase by 82% to $210 billion, and by 2040 the 
costs will have increased by 351% to $520 billion (with cumula  ve costs moun  ng to $912 billion and 
$2.9 trillion by 2020 and 2040, respec  vely. 
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NSSGA Applauds MSHA Outreach
ALEXANDRIA, Va., Sept. 11 – “U.S. Mine Safety and Health 
Administrator Joe Main is to be credited for his commitment to 
meaningful stakeholder outreach,” said NSSGA Chairman of 
the Board of Directors Ron Summers, CalPortland Company, 
Glendora, Calif., in the wake of Main’s meeting Sept. 10 in Seattle 
with representatives from the aggregates industry.

Bruce Chattin, executive director of the Washington Aggregates 
& Concrete Association, organized the meeting primarily for 
aggregates producers.  NSSGA has long urged MSHA to conduct 
a meaningful dialogue with aggregates stakeholders, who 
represent the greatest single segment of the mining sector the 
agency oversees.

NSSGA made the request because, in the critical work of 
occupational safety and health, a constructive dialogue 
between regulators and the regulated is vitally important.  
NSSGA has recommended that the agency: 1) focus its 
inspectorate’s work on genuine risk to safety and health, 2) 
work to ensure that MSHA inspectors conduct evaluations in a 
manner consistent with MSHA standards and 3) make full use 
of available resources for providing compliance assistance. 

In his comments, Main reminded participants of his efforts to make 
MSHA a more functional agency in properly evaluating risk and 
penalizing operators that violate standards.  Main also reminded 
attendees of his commitment to enforcement consistency and said 
he is considering an evaluation of the current inspector training 
manual for metal/non-metal with an eye for improving inspector 
consistency.  Summers added, “Joe Main’s steadfastness in 
his efforts to improve inspector consistency while maintaining 
an open dialogue with operators is to be commended.” 

In 2011, the aggregates sector saw its lowest-ever injury 
incidence rate of 2.27 injuries per 200,000 hours worked.  
Penalty assessments against operators for violations fell 
18% to approximately $17 million from the year-earlier period.  

Heads of state associations of aggregate producers 
from the Arizona Rock Products Association, California 
Construction and Industrial Minerals Association and the 
Oregon Concrete & Aggregate Producers Association, as 
well as WACA, made presentations at the meeting.  Joining 
Main in representing MSHA were MNM administrator, Neal 
Merrifi eld, as well as district managers Wyatt Andrews (Western 
region) and Richard Laufenberg, (Rocky Mountain region). 

Based near the nation’s capital, 
NSSGA is the world’s largest mining 
association by product volume.  Its 
member companies represent more 
than 90 percent of the crushed stone 
and 70 percent of the sand and gravel 
produced annually in the United States 
and approximately 107,800 working 
men and women in the aggregates 
industry.  During 2011, a total of nearly 

two billion metric tons of crushed stone, sand and gravel, valued 
at $17 billion, were produced and sold in the United States.

MSHA Chief Addresses Concerns 
of Aggregates Associations
Assistant Secretary of Labor for Mine 
Safety and Health Joseph A. Main outlined 
to representatives of several Midwest 
state aggregates associations a number of 
important initiatives and reforms his agency 
has undertaken over the last two years.

Neal Merrifi eld, MSHA Metal/Non-Metal 
administrator, was also in attendance at the 
meeting held in Florence, Ky., along with 
the following MSHA district managers: Mike 
Davis (Southeast); Don Foster (Northeast); 
Eddie Lopez (South Central); and Steve 
Richetta (North Central). The meeting 
and outreach was hosted and led by Pat 
Jacomet, executive director, Ohio Industrial 
and Mineral Aggregates Association.

Main told the group that since his appointment in October 2009, he 
has placed MSHA on an aggressive path to improve overall conditions 
for miners. The disaster that killed 29 miners at the Upper Big Branch 
Mine in April 2010, however, changed everything. “It unquestionably 
shook the very foundation of mine safety and health, and caused 
all of us to take a deeper look at the weaknesses in the safety net 
expected to protect the nation’s miners,” said Main. “There has been 
an intense examination of that tragedy, and MSHA and the industry 
have undergone signifi cant change as we have sought to fi nd and fi x 
defi ciencies in mine safety and health.”

Main pointed to a number of specifi c improvements that have resulted 
from actions by MSHA:

 In 2011, MSHA inspected approximately 14,170 mines and 
issued 157,613 citations and orders – an 8 percent decline 
in issuances from 2010, during which MSHA issued 170,909 
citations and orders. 

 The number of signifi cant and substantial, known as S&S, 
citations and orders (those contributing to a safety or health 
hazard that is likely to result in a reasonably serious injury or 
illness), dropped 12 percent from 2010 to 2011. 

 MSHA has increased its emphasis on health issues, 
including the need for mine operators to monitor their 
employees’ exposure to harmful air contaminants by 
conducting dust, gas, mist and fume surveys to determine 
the adequacy of control measures. 

 In 2011, 37 miners died on the job, the second-lowest 
number since statistics fi rst were recorded in 1900. 

With a cautionary note, Main added, “We all know that one death is one 
too many, and mining deaths are preventable.”

Main also discussed changes and improvements in MSHA’s Small 
Mine Consultation Program to make it more effi cient and able to work 
more closely with state aggregate associations. “An important goal is 
to locate needed resources and help small mine operators understand 
and comply with the law,” Main said.

Finally, he outlined several initiatives in which MSHA, aggregate 
associations and other stakeholders have collaborated to advance 
the health and safety of miners related to guarding, fall protection, and 
improvements in enforcement consistency and compliance.

“We all know 
that one death 

is one too many, 
and mining 
deaths are 

preventable.”
-Joseph A Main

Assistant Secretary of 
Labor for Mine Safety 

and Health
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EPA offers potential 
fl exibility on sewer repair 
costs
By Steve Barlas

The new U.S. EPA guidance designed to ra  onalize city 
and county public works expenditures on Clean Water Act 
compliance is meant for locali  es such as Peoria, Ill. The city is 
in the midst of nego  a  ons with the EPA on a consent decree 
covering combined sewer overfl ow (CSO) issues within Peoria 
and peak fl ow treatment issues within the sanitary district.

That is why Stan Browning, execu  ve director, 
Greater Peoria Sanitary District, 
was so anxious to read the 
text of the fi nal Integrated 
Municipal Stormwater and 
Wastewater Planning 
Approach Framework 
the EPA published in 
June. The document 
gives new instruc  ons 
to regional and state EPA 
offi  ces on providing permit 
and enforcement leeway 
to local governments like Peoria 
when the local government proposes an 
“integrated” plan for handling such things as CSOs, 
sanitary sewer overfl ows, and advanced treatment 
of wastewater and water quality problems associated with 
stormwater runoff . Although the guidance only includes 
“municipal” in its  tle, it applies to the Na  onal Pollutant 
Discharge Elimina  on System (NPDES) permit holder — which 
could include a county.

The EPA had published a dra   last January, and then held public 
mee  ngs around the country to get input from aff ected par  es. 
The agency received considerable push-back from public works 
and other local government offi  cials on a variety of issues, and 
made changes to the fi nal document to address those concerns.

Tom Cochran, CEO and execu  ve director of the Conference of 
Mayors, states, “The EPA has, with the issuance of this policy, 
opened the door to coopera  on. It signals a moderniza  on 
of the regulatory approach, and provides a founda  on from 
which adversarial rela  ons can now morph back into the 
intergovernmental partnership that ci  es value so much.”

But many others, including Peoria’s Browning, cri  cize some 
elements of the Framework. The guidance implies that each 
city and county have a dollar fi gure they are able to spend to 

implement an integrated plan. That fi gure is based on a formula 
that takes the median household income of a city (say $30,000), 
mul  plies it by 2% ($600), and then mul  plies that by the 
number of households (say 50,000). That’s $30 million — the 
total amount the EPA would expect the city to spend on Clean 
Water Act improvements proposed as part of an integrated plan.

“That would be a tremendous capital funding challenge for many 
ci  es that size. It would require a three- or four-  me increase 
in the annual sewer bills the residents pay,” explains Browning. 
“Moreover, depending on local issues, this magnitude of 
expenditure may be well beyond measurable environmental and 
public health benefi ts.”

Browning is also concerned that the Framework includes no 
preference, much less a requirement, for EPA approval of an 

integrated approach within the context of permit approval, 
as opposed to as part of a consent decree. 

He prefers using a permit because a 
consent decree involves fi nes and 

penal  es, and an implica  on 
that the publicly owned 

treatment works was 
negligent. However, permits 
are typically issued for fi ve 
years and the document 
makes no allowance for 

stretching permit terms 
to match the reasonable, 

perhaps extended,  me frames 
need to fi nish an integrated plan.

The American Public Works Associa  on (APWA) 
men  oned those concerns and others a  er the EPA issued a 
dra   Framework last January. Asked to what extent the fi nal 
document assuaged the APWA’s concerns, Julia Anastasio, 
director of sustainability at the APWA, says it made some small 
improvements in clarifying some of the shortcomings in the 
dra   guidance. “EPA tried to provide addi  onal informa  on on 
adap  ve management and the role it can play, provide more 
detail on the aff ordability ques  ons, and be  er explain the 
balance between permi   ng and enforcement programs,” she 
adds.

“But there is s  ll ambiguity with regard to how EPA and state 
regulators will apply and interpret the Framework,” says 
Anastasio. “Ul  mately, the proof will be in the pudding. I’m sure 
as u  li  es begin to take advantage of the new Framework, EPA 
and regulated u  li  es will learn things that can help improve the 
process in the future.”

— Steve Barlas is a Washington, D.C.-based freelance writer 
who covers regulatory issues, with a special emphasis on EPA.
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NC&AA and NCPA Co-Sponsors 
APWA Annual Golf Ou  ng
The NC&AA and NCPA sponsored the 
beverage cart at the APWA Annual Golf 
outing held in Ashland Country Club.  Jereme 
Montgomery (NC&AA), Bill Cook (NCPA), 
and Tim Hegeholz (NC&AA Promotion 
Committee Chairman) busted out the canopy 
and fl ags on a hole and created a “meet and 
greet” to all the golfers in the tournament.  

See you next year APWA-NEBRASKA! 

NC&AA Coordinates 4NC&AA Coordinates 4thth Annual AIA-Nebraska Golf Outing Annual AIA-Nebraska Golf Outing

For the fourth year in a row, the NC&AA has sponsored their time in coordinating a networking opportunity 
for AIA Affi liates.  On June 29th, AIA Affi liates held their 4th Annual AIA/AIA Affi liate Golf Tournament.  
Over 72 attendees participated in this event with 16 AIA-NE Affi liate team sponsors and 7 Affi liate hole 
sponsors.  Held at Quarry Oaks Golf Club, this event supported opportunities for AIA Affi liates to spend 
a day with Architects, networking under “informal” conditions.  Profi t from the event goes to support 
AIA-NE Chapter activities.   The AIA Affi liate Committee would like give a special shout out to all who 
participated in the 4th Annual Golf Outing…we couldn’t have done it without you!  
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GOLD SPONSORS: GOLD SPONSORS: 
Ash Grove Cement Company 

Holcim (US) Inc
iMix Concrete

Lafarge
Lyman Richey Corp

Mar  n Marie  a Materials

NEBCO Companies

SILVER SPONSORS:SILVER SPONSORS:
Bre   Admixtures

CON-E-CO
Cyclonaire

Grace Construc  on Products
Kearney Concrete Company

Nebraska Truck & Equipment
Paulsen Inc

Rose Equipment Inc

BRONZE SPONSORS:BRONZE SPONSORS:
Beatrice Concrete

McNeilus Truck
Odell Concrete Pumping Service

Road Builders Machinery & Supply
Thiele Geotech

Minden Lumber & Concrete
BASF Admixtures

Greystone
Cornhusker Interna  onal 

Trucks / Con  nental Mixers

DRINK SPONSOR:DRINK SPONSOR:
Kearney Concrete

Company

THANK YOUTHANK YOU 
TO OUR EVENT 

SPONSORS!

The Lighter SideThe Lighter Side

How many of us have witnessed “non-standardized” 
testing in the fi eld? I am also willing to bet this

 technician was also certifi ed. 
C’mon man! You should know better!

You can run, but you can’t hideYou can run, but you can’t hide



6000 Cornhusker Highway
Lincoln, NE  68507
402-325-8414

ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Industry CalendarIndustry Calendar
October 10, 2012 Board of Directors Meeting (Lincoln)

October 19, 2012 NC&AA Scholarship Fund Shoot (Grand Island)

November 7, 2012 Board of Directors Meeting (Lincoln)

December 12, 2012 Long Range Planning /Committ ee Mtg (Lincoln-11am)

December 12, 2012 Board of Directors Meeting (Lincoln-2pm)

January 9, 2013 Quality Concrete Conference (Kearney)

January 10, 2013 Quality Concrete Conference (Omaha)

January 22/23, 2013 NCPA Paving Workshop (Lincoln)

February 8, 2013 ACI Awards of Excellence Banquet (Omaha)

February 27, 2013 NC&AA Annual Convention Past President’s Dinner

February 28, 2013 2013 NC&AA Annual Convention

March 1, 2013 2013 NC&AA Annual Convention


